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Harvest Song 
By Martha V. Binde 


GAIN, we sing our harvest song, 
A happy hymn of praise; 
A song of golden sheaves of grain, 
Of orchard trees and grassy plain, 
Of river rhythms strong and deep, 
Of homes and gardens; cattle, sheep. 
A melody of thankfulness 
For all God’s gifts of fruitfulness; 
Sing out, once more, the joyous song 
Of happy, harvest days. 


Li 


I—Wonders of the Written Word 

Whatever increases our love for 
and understanding cf the Scriptures is 
to our advantage. For in them is all 
that we need to know at present of the 
spiritual aspects of life here and here- 
after, and through them the believer is 
nourished, strengthened to meet trials, 
built up in the faith, and prepared for 
eternity with God. A rich compendium 
of Bible knowledge is fcund in Dr. A. T. 
Pierson’s “Knowing the Scriptures,” a 
book that is evidently now out of print. 
But its contents are so_ inspiring, 
thought-provoking, and instructive that 
it has been thought well to share some 
of them with Times readers in this de- 
partment through several issues. It is 
hoped that they may be useful to Sun- 
day school and Bible class teachers and 
all Bible lovers to whom this great book 
is not available. Writing on the “Su- 
preme Authority of the Word of God,” 


Dr. Pierson suggests that the scroll 
sealed with seven seals of Revelation 5 
is “a pictorial exhibit of the authority 
and majesty of holy Scripture. ...A 
seal stands in Scripture for silence, mys- 
tery, completeness, but especially for the 
sacredness connected with authority, 
authenticity, inviolability.”. The Scrip- 
ture also bears the following seven seals: 
“(1) The seal of omnipresence, eternity, 
immutability, in its production, inde- 
pendent and irrespective of time and 
place, variety of matter and diversity 
of human writers. (2) The seal of sov- 
ereignty and majesty, in the providential 
control of historic events, and of indi- 
vidual and collective history (3) The 
seal of omniscience, wisdom, in its fore- 
casts of the future and its revelations 
of the events of a remote and unhis- 
toried past. (4) The seal of truth, ver- 
acity, verity, infallibility, in its general 
accuracy, not only in the ethical and 
spiritual realm, but in the whole sphere 
and domain of truth. (5) The seal of 


< 


righteousness and justice in its immacu- 
late, moral and spiritual standards of 
character, conduct and administration. 
(6) The seal of omnipotence, benevo- 
lence, love, in its moral and spiritual 
transformations and miracles of grace, 
its purpose and promise of regeneration, 
(7) The seal of infiniteness and holiness 
in the superhuman revelation of the ab- 
solute perfection and glory of the divine 
character. Such multiplied testimony 
puts upon the Word of God a sevenfold 
sanction of supreme authority. It as- 
serts its divine origin with an emphasis 
to which nothing can be added.” This 
“sevenfold attestation which makes His 
Word the mirror of His attributes” must 
appear reasonable and satisfying to every 
thoughtful Bible student, and should 
help to increase our confidence in God’s 
Word and stimulate us to redouble our 
efforts in studying it. May we learn to 
say heartily with the Psalmist, “O how 
love I thy law! it is my meditation all 
the day” (Psa, 119:97). 


% 


Selah 


have been puzzled by the little word, 
“Selah,” found so frequently in the 
Book of Psalms (about seventy times). 
The word occurs elsewhere in only one 
other Book of the Bible, Habakkuk. Does 
the word “Selah” have a meaning, or is 
it simply a useless insertion? Surely, 
since it is included in the Scriptures, 
there must be some reason for its being 
there. Then, if there is some meaning 
in the word, why does it occur just 
where it is? The study of this little 
word is both fascinating and profitable. 
First of all, we must remember the 
Psalms are songs, composed to be set 
to music and sung. The exact meaning 
of the word “Selah” has not been deter- 
mined, but it is generally conceded to 
be a liturgical or musical direction in- 


T READING the Bible, perhaps we 








Comfort for Dark Days 
“Deliver me, O Lord, from mine 
enemies: I flee unto thee to hide 
me” (Psa. 143:9). 























dicating a pause, or rest. In addition, it 
can be considered an admonition to stop 
and think. Some Bible students have 
translated it, “Mark this!”; “Think of 
that!” ; “Stop; consider a little.” 

Perhaps, if we look at a few of the 
many times the word “Selah” is used, its 
meaning may be made clearer. 

In Psalm 3:2 we find, “Many there 
be which say of my soul, There is no 


help for him in God. Selah.” David, 
the Psalmist, was in great distress. 


Driven out from his royal home, by none 
other than his Own son who had gath- 
ered together an army to plot against 
him, David the king was seeking refuge 
where he could, fleeing for his life, Per- 
haps, as many said, it looked as though 
there were “no help for him in God.” 
But there was! When David paused to 
think (“Selah”), he knew God had not 
forsaken him, and he exclaimed (v. 3), 
“But thou, O Lord, art a shield for me; 
my glory, and the lifter up of mine 
head.” 

If Psalm 46 was, as many think, writ- 
ten by David on the occasion of victory 
over his enemies, he shows that he has 
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experienced that God is indeed his de- 
fender. He says, “God is our refuge 
and strength, a very present help in 
trouble. .. . The Lord of hosts is with 
us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
Selah.” What a lot there is to pause and 
think about here! “The heathen raged, 
the kingdoms were moved,” but God is 
the deliverer. “He uttered his voice, 
the earth melted... . He maketh wars 
to cease.” No wonder there comes the 
admonition, “Be still, and know that I 
am God.” It will profit all of us to pause 
and consider that. 

Again, in Psalm 4:4, the Psalmist urges 
us to be still. “Stand in awe, and sin 
not: commune with your own heart upon 
your bed, and be still. Selah.” Per- 
haps David suffered from insomnia. If 
so, he discovered, if not a remedy, at 
least an alleviation for the complaint. 
“Selah; stop and consider,” he says, re- 
cording in a later Psalm, “My soul shall 
be satisfied as with marrow and fatness; 
and my mouth shall praise thee with 
joyful lips: when I remember thee upon 
my bed, and meditate on thee in the 
night watches” (Psa. 63:5, 6). “I have 
remembered thy name, O Lord, in the 
night” (Psa. 119:55). “The Lord will 
command his lovingkindness in the day- 
time, and in the night his song shall 
be with me, and my prayer unto the 
God of my life” (Psa, 42:8). “The Lord 
will strengthen him upon the bed of 
languishing” (Psa, 41:3). Long before 
modern psychiatrists learned it, David 
knew that to calm nerves, remove worry 
and fear, and bring quietness and rest, 
nothing is more effective than communion 
with God in prayer. A _ well-known 
physician has stated, “Of all hygienic 
measures to counteract disturbance of 
sleep and depression of spirits, I give 
first place to the simple habit of 
prayer.” 

During sleepless hours of the night, of 
what profit is the restless turning over in 
one’s mind the things which through 
the day have disturbed us, dwelling on 
real or fancied wrongs and injustices, 
worrying over perplexing questions, 
allowing a root of bitterness in the heart 
to grow and produce, even among so- 
called Christians, its poisonous fruit of 
anger, hatred, and revenge? How much 
better to try David’s way—communion 
with our own hearts in order that all 
which separates us from our Lord may 
be removed, then that blessed com- 
munion with Him which brings tran- 
quillity and rest. “Blessed be the Lord, 
who daily beareth our burden” (Psa. 
68:19, R.V.). He who bears the burden 
through the day will bear it throughout 
the night, as well. We are commanded 
to serve the Lord with our minds, Let 
us, then, think on these things. “Selah.” 

Psalm 55:6, 7 brings an expression that 
finds an echo in many a troubled and 
weary heart: “Oh that I had wings 
like a dove! for then would I fly away, 
and be at rest... . Selah.” Who of us 


would not at times like to do just that? 
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O that we might soar like a bird, far 
above trouble and distress, heartbreak 
and pain, struggle against want and fear, 
disappointment and frustration, weari- 
ness of body and mind and soul! Think 
of it! To escape from it all, and find 
rest and peace! It is worth considering; 
but after consideration, at what conclu- 
sion did David arrive? Verse 16 tells 
us. “As for me,” says David, “I will 
call upon God; and the Lord shall save 
me.” Yes, the Lord will save him in 
his distress. He need not run away. 
The Lord, who is at his right hand, will 
deliver him even in the midst of his 
trials. “Come unto me, .. , and I will 
give you rest,” is our Saviour’s gracious 
invitation. We need not go far; “I am 
with you,” He assures us. With His 
promised abiding presence, what need 
is there to run away from life’s trials 
and perplexities and annoyances? He is 
our refuge and strength and defender 
through them all. “Selah,” “Think of 
that!” 

In the third chapter of the prophecy 
of Habakkuk we again find the word, 
“Selah.” Here it occurs three times. In 
verse 3 we read, “God came from Teman, 
and the Holy One from mount. Paran. 
Selah.” God came! Pause and consider 
that! The Holy One came, and His pres- 
ence is with those who are His. 

Then, “Thy bow was made quite bare; 
the oaths to the tribes were a sure word” 
(Hab, 3:9, R.V.) God spoke. His Word 
is sure; He will keep His promises. 
Mark it! 

Again, in Habakkuk 3:13: “Thou went- 
est forth for the salvation of thy peo- 
ple ... Selah.” This was the purpose 
of His coming: our salvation. Think of 
it! God’s love planned for the salvation 
of His people from the foundation of the 
world, 

This third chapter of Habakkuk is 
really a Psalm, and it must not be for- 
gotten that in all the Psalms “Selah” 
indicates, first of all, a pause or rest in 
the music. It is probable the rest was 
meant for the singers, while the ac- 
companying instruments continued their 
playing. We are all familiar with rests 
in music. Such a pause is placed there 
by the composer, who knows where it 
will be most effective. The singer may 
pause, but the music does not stop. The 
accompaniment goes on, carrying with it 
the musical theme. In life, such ‘“Selahs,” 
or rests, come to every child of God. 
Sickness is perhaps the pause most often 
experienced. Being taken away from a 
chosen calling to care for an aged or 
infirm loved one may be another. Re- 
tirement from one’s lifetime work, or 
the closing of doors that the worker is 
impatient to enter are others. “Selah.” 
Think! Remember who the Composer of 
the music is! He knows where, for the 
perfection of the music, the “Selahs” 
should come. He carries on the harmony, 
However trying the “Selah” may be, let 
the Christian remember the Composer 
placed it there, for a purpose. 
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Notes on Open Letters 
Further News About 


the Russian Revision 


May I ask you to inform your read- 
ers that Mr. Ernest Gordon's article 
upon the present Russian Revision is 
based upon a mistaken premise and 
misinformation [May 24, 1952]. _.. 

The fact is that the British and For- 
eign Bible Society has long been fully 
conscious of the importance of the 
evangelical group among the Russian 
Christians and from the first had 
sought for evangelical Russian Chris- 
tian scholars competent in their know]. 
edge of the original languages of the 
Bible, in their knowledge of modern 
Russian, and accessible to Paris where 
the committee meetings will be held. 
At the time of the first announce- 
ment of the undertaking the person 
needed had not been located. Last 
November, however, Rev. A. P. Wassi- 
lieff of the Belgian Gospel Mission ac- 
cepted appointment to the Committee. 
In addition there will be selected three 
or four evangelical “assessors” in vari- 
ous more distant locations who will 
appraise the work of the Committee 
and advise it by correspondence. Thus 
the British and Foreign Bible Society 
is and has been from the beginning 
following sound principles in this mat- 
ter.—Eric M. North, secretary, Ameri- 
can Bible Society, New York City. 


“That still leaves the Committee heav- 
ily overloaded with members of the Rus- 
sian Orthodox Church,” writes Mr. Gor- 


don, after reading Dr. North's letter. 
“Considering the haughty attitude of 


Russian clergy towards ‘sectarians,’ that 
is, genuine Christians, a spirit which in 
the still recent past expressed itself in 
cruel persecution, one can hardly envy 
Mr. Wassilieff in the task that is assigned 
him.” Mr. Gordon thinks that the addi- 
tion of several “assessors,” who Dr. 
North declares will be “evangelical,” 
“may be a consequence of the protest of 
the Russian Christians,” whose objec- 
tions to the new Russian translation 
were quoted in the Times editorial. 

Mr. Gordon continues: “As a result 
of the craze for church union, these East- 
ern churches are given by Protestants 
all sorts of financial and other aid, in 
spite of the fact that their whole sacer- 
dotal and ecclesiastical setup is poles 
apart from evangelical Christianity. 
Then they turn round and express their 
gratitude by petty persecution of evan- 
gelical Christians. Thus news has just 
come of the closing of an evangelical or- 
phanage and day school in Katerini, 
Greece. An orphanage! So small are 
they. For years the clergy of Greece 
have opposed the circulation of Scrip- 
ture in understandable modern Greek, 
insisting that the old, unintelligible ver- 
sion alone should be distributed.” 

The Editor knows Mr. Wassilieff of the 
Belgian Gospel Mission. He is a good lin- 
guist, and a thoroughly sound, evangeli- 
cal pastor of one of the churches of the 
Belgian Gospel Mission. 
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V. The Law of Liberty in the Spiritual Life 


Conditions of power 





HE essential condition of spiritual 

pewer is union with Christ. The 

power of which we speak is power 
for practical godliness, personal holiness, 
and effective service. This power is not 
from ourselves. 

It is divine power. Originally God 
put power into the hands of man, but 
he lost it at the fall. Now God has put 
power in Christ. He does not give it to 
each one separately, but He has be- 
stowed it on Christ. But while it is 
there—and there for us—we cannot have 
it apart from vital unicn with Him. 

It is not a gift that He bestows, just 
as you can communicate flame to some 
combustible material, as, for instance, 
when you light one candle by another. 
In that case, the newly lighted candle, 
whatever the source from which it was 
lighted, has an independent flame of its 
own, and burns of itself. Spiritual power 
is not communicated to the soul after 
this fashion. It is power by virtue of 
union, 

You go into some large factory; you 
pass through varicus departments; you 
see in each machinery at work, you see 
power accomplishing marvelous results: 
and you ask. What sets all these things 
in motion? where is the source of all this 
activity? 

Then you are taken into the engine 
house. There you the center, the 
source of all the power that is put forth 
throughout the whole factory The 
machinery in each department works, 
not by its own independent force. either 
generated in itself or originally derived 
from some other source, but by a force 
received moment by moment, and con- 
tinuously, from the central engine, 


see 


The Necessity for Union 
The essential condition 
munication of the power 
gine to the machinery is 
the connection, and the 
So that power which we must have, if 
we are to liye overcoming lives, must 
be divine power, God’s power: which 
comes to us as a ceaseless stream of 
energy from the central source of all 
spiritual life, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
But then we know that all believers 
are united to Christ, and “he that is 
jcined unto the Lord is one spirit.” We 
know also that “if any man have not 
the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” 
A man may hold the doctrine of Christ. 
and yet may not be united to Him: but 
he cannot have the Spirit of Christ with- 
out also having unicn with Him. The 
Spirit is the essence of union. This is 
true of all believers. This union is not 
a matter of attainment in holiness, it 
is the starting point of all life, it is the 


for the com- 
from the en- 
union. Break 
power ceases. 


The New Testament teaches that 
every believer is united to Christ in 
a vital union. But in experience 
some believers have more power 
than others to overcome temptation, 
to get on well with their fellow men, 
and to be fruitful in God’s service. 
Why is this? What is the greatest 
hindrance in any Christian life? These 
are the questions that are taken up 
in this article, another chapter from 
“The Law of Liberty in the Spiritual 
Life,” by Evan H. Hopkins. Four 
of the ten chapters are being re- 
printed here as a series of eight 
articles. 

An American edition of Mr. Hop- 
kins’ book, “The Law of Liberty in 
the Spiritual Life,” frem which these 
articles are taken, will be issued this 
fall by The Sunday School Times 
Company. 








beginning of all holiness. Life comes by 
receiving the living One. Identified 
with Christ in His atoning death, we are 
united to Christ in His risen life. “There 
is one body, and one Spirit.” And the 
body bears the same name as the Head 
—‘“the Christ.” “So Christ” (1 
Cor. 12:12). Christ is the Head of angels: 
but He is the Head of the body, of which 
member, in a far 


also is 


every believer is a 
higher sense than He is the Head of 
angels. They form part of the company 


of Heaven. but believers are members 
of that body which is the bride of Christ. 
This union is no figure of speech, no 
mere dream; it is a reality, literally 
though spiritually true. 

Now. however. a difficulty arises. The 
lack of power which we deplore is in 
those who are thus united to Christ 
How are we to understand this acknowl- 
edged deficiency in those who are in 
vital union with the Source of all power? 

Let us in the first place bear in mind 
that of no believer can it be said abso- 
lutely that he has no power. Power, in 
some measure, every child of God pos- 
sesses: if there is life there is power. 
It may be life in its very lowest forms, 
but if life exists at all there will be 
some power, however feeble. 

But what we now speak of is over- 
coming power. Not that which simply 
struggles and offers some resistance to 
sin, but that which rises triumphantly 
over every wave of temptation, which 
is able effectually to withstand every 
assault of the evil one and courageously 
to give its witness to the grace, the suf- 
ficiency, and the faithfulness of God. 

We can understand how there may be 


By EVAN H. HOPKINS 


union, and yet a lack of power in that 
sense, 

Look at a man whose arm is withered. 
There is union between the hand and 
the body; but for all practical purposes 
there is no power for action or service. 
Here then we have a figure of the con- 
dition of things between many a be- 
liever and the Source of all power- 
union and yet no strength. 

This presses the point still nearer 
home. What are the hindrances that 
stand in the way of the manifestation of 
power in those who are in union with 
Christ? We are all necessarily subject 
to limitations—limitations that are in- 
separable from our moral and physical 
constitution, hindrances that exist in the 
fact that we are finite creatures, 

God's power is infinite, but our capac- 
ity is limited. No amount of growth or 
spiritual progress can so enlarge our 
capacity that it shall ever be equal to 
God’s own fullness. There are therefore 
limitations; but these are not the hin- 
drances to the power of which we speak 
these are not the obstacles that have 
to be removed. While our capacity can 
never become infinite, it is capable of 
endless increase—inconceivable expan- 
sion. Take, for instance, such passages 
as these: “All things are possible to 
him that believeth”: “That ye might be 
filled with all the fulness of God.” The 
vessel I bring to be filled may be empty, 
or it may be partly occupied with some- 
thing else. Worst than all, I may be 
keeping my hand over its mouth, and 
thus preventing the water from flowing 
in. In that case, it is not a question of 
the sufficiency of supply. but of the con- 
dition of reception. Well, the provision 


is infinite, and the channel that con- 
nects the vessel with the fountain is 
established—there is union And yet 


there may be a hindrance to the inflow- 
ing stream of power. What then is the 
hindrance? 


How We Limit God 

The great hindrance—that which 
at the root of every other—is unbelief 
We limit God by our unbelief. The 
avenues of our being which bring us in 
contact with Christ may become con- 
tracted. and the vessel into which the 
power is to flow may have been redueed 
to a very small capacity, all through 
the chilling influences of unbelief. If 
we are to be filled with the power of 


lies 


God, our faith must grow. Whatever 
increases our faith will increase our 


capacity, will open the avenues of our 
being to God, and the power will flow in 

But instead of locking at power in the 
abstract, instead of regarding it as a 
quality we can have from God and apart 
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from Him, it will help us to understand 
the conditions of its manifestation if we 
think of it as inseparable from the Lord 
Himself. “The eyes of the Lord run to 
and fro throughout the whole earth, to 
shew himself strong in the behalf of 
them whose heart is perfect toward 
him” (2 Chron. 16:9). Instead of recog- 
nizing the truth that I am weak and God 
is to show Himself strong in me, I may 
be expecting to see myself made strong. 
I may be looking for an experience of 
power in myself, rather than for a mani- 
festation of divine power in me. He 
will show Himself strong in behalf of 
him whose heart is perfect towards Him. 

The condition of power then is to have 
a perfect heart towards God. What are 
we to understand by a perfect heart? 

Looking at the word in the original 
we observe first that it means a heart 
at peace with God. 

The great work of peace is accepted. 
“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, 
whose mind is stayed on thee” (Isa, 26: 
3). A heart perfect towards God is a 
heart that rests on Christ’s atoning work, 
The words “perfect peace,” or “peace, 
peace,” include the thought of recom- 
pense, thus bringing out the idea of 
atonement, or the work of peace. The 
word “perfect” in 2 Chronicles 26:9 is 
also rendered “peaceable” (Gen, 34:21, 
shalem). For when the heart rests on 
the work of peace—divine, all sufficient, 
and completed once for all—it is not only 
privileged to be at peace with God, but 
to have the peace of God; it may know, 
not only the peace of justification, but 
the peace of sanctification. A heart per- 
fect towards God then is a heart against 
which no charge can be laid, which is 
justified from all things, and also in 
which there is no longer any controversy 
with God. The Spirit dwells in such a 
one, not as a Reprover, but as a Com- 
forter. Another thought is suggested by 
the word “perfect” in that passage in 
Chronicles. 

A “perfect” heart is a heart wholly 
yielded to God. We read, “Thou shalt 
build the altar of the Lord thy God of 
whole stones” (Deut. 27:6. See also 
Josh, 8:31). Here we have the same 
word rendered “whole.” A perfect heart 
is a whole heart. Wholeness is one 
of the primary meanings of holiness. 
Holiness of heart is wholeness of heart. 
“My son, give me thine heart” (Prov. 
23:26). A perfect heart is a heart that 
has responded to that appeal. It gives 
itself up without reserve. It lays itself 
wholly on the altar of consecration, and 
that altar is Christ. The altar conse- 
crates the gift. For “every devoted thing 
is most holy unto the Lord” (Lev. 27:28). 

But the same word has another ren- 
dering. Concerning Solomen’s Temple 


it is written, “And the house, when it 
was in building, was built of stone made 
ready before it was brought thither” (1 
Kings 6:7). The word “perfect” is here 
rendered “made ready.” The stones were 
all prepared and made fit for the builder, 
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they were ready for his use. A perfect 
heart is therefore a heart in a state of 
preparedness. It is “meet for the mas- 
ter’s use, and prepared unto every good 
work” (2 Tim. 2:21). It is “a heart at 
leisure from itself.” Not absorbed in its 
own cares or spiritual difficulties; but, 
being at rest and consecrated to God, it 
is free to devote itself to His service. 
As soon as the opportunity presents itself 
it is ready to embrace it. No time is 
lost in getting ready. Like an instru- 
ment always in tune, such a one is at 
once prepared to be uSed by the Master 
whenever He pleases. 

Hew many spend their time in the 
work of preparing their hearts, as if 
their own sanctification were the great 
end of their calling! 

The carpenter sharpens his tools for 
the work he has to do; but the sharpen- 
ing of the tools is not the end, but only 
the means to the end he has in view. 
So, getting our hearts right with God is 
only the means towards the accomplish- 
ment of the great purposes for which we 
have been redeemed. 

When the artisan, who is engaged in 
some elaborate piece of workmanship 
requiring the highest skill, the most deli- 
cate art, and the best of instruments, lays 
his hand on a tool and then finds that it 
has lost its edge, he at once lays it down, 
and takes up another that is ready for 
use. He puts forth his power through 
those instruments that are perfect or 
“made ready”; only such is he able to 
use in his work. 

How many of God’s children is He 
obliged to prepare, by severe discipline 
it may be, before they are meet for His 
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use! How much of pride and self-wil] 
and carnal energy have to be taken out 
of us, before we are really fit to be used 
in His service! It is not from lack of 
power—power belongs unto God, and 
there is no lack of power in Him—but 
from a want of being right towards Him, 
a want of this perfection of heart of 
which the Word of God so often speaks, 
that we know so little of the manifesta- 
tion of power in ourselves. He is ready 
and waiting to “shew himself strong in 
the behalf of them whose heart is perfect 
toward him.” 

Once more we read concerning David's 
mighty men that they “came with a per- 
fect heart .. . to make David king over 
all Israel” (1 Chron, 12:38). There was 
thorough integrity of heart in the mat- 
ter. There were no mixed motives, no 
lack of sincerity. It is a true heart, 
sincere as the apostle desired in behalf 
of the Philippians, “that ye may be sin- 
cere,” that is, “judged in the sunlight 
and found genuine.” It is thorough in 
its aim and intention—‘“perfect towards 
God.” It describes an attitude rather 
than an attainment, 

Such a heart does not shrink from di- 
vine searching. It willingly yields itself 
to the penetrating, purifying, and con- 
suming power of God’s holy fire. Such 
a heart is loyal towards the Lord; its 
desire is that Christ should be king over 
the whole being. 

Let this condition of soul be brought 
about, and there will be no lack of 
power. God Himself will make perfect 
His strength in our weakness. 

(To be continued) 


Building a Sunday School Equipment Library 


How to overcome the obstacle of expense in securing teaching equipment 


T IS not possible for Sunday school 

teachers to be financially able to pur- 
chase all the equipment that they need. 
The variety of lesson material covered 
in most Sunday schools would prohibit 
such an expenditure. However, there 
are ways of overcoming such obstacles. 
One method that has been tried in some 
churches is the use of an Equipment 
Library. The Equipment Library should 
be conducted on principles similar to 
those employed in a public library. Each 
piece of equipment should be numbered, 
and an index card should carry enough 
information to tell what material is 
available. A teacher, or someone in the 
Sunday school, should have charge of 
the “library,” charging out the equip- 
ment to teachers as they need it. 

A spare room will be needed, one that 
can be locked, to house the library. The 
shelves should be wide enough to hold 
the paper cartons that are to contain 
the lessons. The lessons can be placed 
in manila envelopes (used ones) and 
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stored on end in the paper cartons. A 
number, in bold India ink, should be 
placed on the outside of the envelope. 
Each carton should show the beginning 
and the ending number of lessons con- 
tained in that box. 

The Sunday school equipment library 
is more than a teachers’ pool of supplies. 
Much of the material would be pro- 
vided by the church, while the teachers 
and Sunday schoo] workers would make 
the lessons. Prepare a list of the sup- 
plies that are needed, asking the mem- 
bers of the congregation to bring any- 
thing on this list that they may have 
in their homes, 

You will need magazines of all kinds 
from which to clip pictures. If you 
should receive some magazines contain- 
ing advertisements of liquor, beer, and 
cigarettes, do not throw them away. 
These can be used in many of your Gos- 
pel lessons. Mail order catalogues con- 
tain usuable pictures, such as men, 
women, children, and books (Bibles). 
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Lesson for August 17 


Large manila envelopes, containing 
advertisements, are received by many 
pusiness firms. These used envelopes, 


to hold the lessons, can be supplied by 
office girls in your 
congregation. A few cartons can also 
be secured in this way. Some of the 
hardware stores receive large pieces of 
corrugated paper. These are excellent 
for the making of flannelboards. The 
“poard” is light for carrying and is easy 


the businessmen or 


to store. 

Almcst every home has some old felt 
hats that are begging to be thrown away. 
The black, red, and white ones make ex- 
cellent hearts for the lessons, so, instead 
of throwing them away, use the hats for 
God’s glory. 

Another item for your list is foil paper, 
taken from used greeting cards. Yarn 
in various colors, especially red, white, 
and black, is needed. If you receive too 
large a supply, the surplus can be used 
for Daily Vacation Bible School hand- 
work. Many homes have flannel scraps, 
The flannel is used on the reverse side 
of the illustrations to make them adhere 
to the flannelboard. 

Discarded Bible picture books are ex- 
cellent for cutouts. You will remember 
the Bible lesson picture rolls that are pub- 
lished for the International Uniform 
Lessons, the kind that have a picture 
for each Sunday. One church found a 
publishing house that had on hand a 
number of rolls that had become out- 
dated. These were secured for the cost 
of expressage, and yielded about two 
hundred highly colored pictures with 
many lovely Bible characters and pieces 
of scenery. The teachers were busy for 
along time, preparing lessons from these 
charts. 

There many 
that can be donated by members of the 
congregation, or can be purchased with 
money given to the Sunday school for 
that purpose. Some of these are: crayons, 
oil paints, showcard paints, bristol board, 
pencils, rulers, erasers, pen holders, let- 
tering pens, thread, 
sandpaper, turpentine, thumbtacks, paper 
clips, rubber cement, tracing paper, con- 
struction paper, bond paper, carbon paper, 
flannel or felt, scotch tape, recipe cards, 
a stapler, and the like. A box can be 
placed in the foyer of the church where 
the donated material can be left. 

As soon as the material has been gath- 
ered together, the teachers should have 
a work meeting. Some teachers can 
make flannel boards, others can cut illus- 
trations from magazines and Bible pic- 
ture charts. Some may want to paste 
the cutout characters on the flannel. If 
you have a teacher who knows how to 
handle oil paints, the scenery can also 
be made at your meeting. (When paint- 
ing on flannel, the paint should be thin- 
ned with turpentine and not with oil.) 
Silhouettes, usable in the “symbol” 
method of flannel board teaching, can 
be made from the bristol board or the 
construction paper. Some of these pat- 


are miscellaneous items 


scissors, needles, 
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terns might be: a man kneeling, a man 
standing, Christ standing with open 
arms, church building, hands in a re- 
ceiving position, money bag, soldier with 
spear, scroll, anchor, cross, heart, and 
books. These silhouettes can be “dressed 
up” with the foil paper. 

How to put the material into lessons 
is the next question. Since many of 
the Bible characters look alike, a grave 
error will not occur if the pictures are 
interchanged. Fit the characters to a 
lesson, with suggestions for scenery. Sup- 
pose you have a picture of a man looking 
into the distance. It could be Isaac look- 
ing for his bride. Suggest a tent and 
an oak tree for scenery in addition to 
the desert background. The lesson would 
be indexed under “Isaac,” with a num- 
ber that would correspond to the en- 


velope. The character, plus lesson helps, 
with suggestions for scenery, are all 


placed in a manila envelope and filed 
in a box. The teacher, when desiring 
a lesson on Isaac, will note the sugges- 
tions for scenery and will check that out 
from the library at the same time as she 
checks the lesson. A great deal of mis- 
cellaneous scenery, such as rocks, trees, 
tents, and the like, should be painted. 

If the church has money to spend, the 
lessons may be purchased from Sunday 
school supply houses, which offer all 
sorts of cutout material for the flannel 
board. They may need to be colored 
and, of course, some will have to be 
mounted. Some are already printed on 
blotter paper that requires no mounting. 
This would be an easier way of prepar- 
ing the lessons, 

Now, how about the lessons made from 
the symbols? Suppose you want to 
teach a lesson on personal habits. Cut 
a black heart from an old hat, or dyed 
piece of flannel. Show how, as the boys 
and girls grow older, that certain temp- 
tations face them. There is the ciga- 
rette habit (place a picture of a package 
of cigarettes on the black heart), the 
liquor habit (place a picture of a bottle 
of liquor on the heart), and the gambling 
habit (place a large dollar sign on the 
heart). God wants to cleanse the boy or 
girl from these habits. (Remove the 
items from the heart.) He also wants 
the boys and girls to yield completely to 
Him, so that He can give them a new 
heart. (Replace the black heart with 
a white one.) 

There are various ways in which to 
give a lesson on conversion. The black 
heart can represent the man in his sin, 
and the white heart the man who is 
saved. The cross can represent Christ 
or God. The hearts and the cross can be 
arranged in many different ways. Some 
quarterlies print a cartoon that can be 
easily made into a flannel lesson. When 
you get a group of teachers together, 
they will supply plenty of originality 
for the making of lessons. 

A Sunday school library cannot be- 
come filled over night. Much time and 
supplies will be needed. After the 
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teachers have prepared a number of 
lessons, some flannel boards have been 
made, and the men of the church have 
built a few easels, then it will be time 


to have a “demonstration.” This can 
be done on prayer meeting night, or 
during an evening service. Scenes 


should be set up, a lesson or two given 
in brief, and a request made for more 
supplies. (You might have some of the 
boys and girls tell how much they are 
enjoying the lessons.) When the mem- 
bers of the congregation see the use 
made of the supplies previously given, 
they will want to have a still larger 
part in the spreading of the Gospel, An 
offering can be taken and, I dare Say, 
your troubles will be over as far as sup- 
plies are concerned. 

Later, as the library grows, 
maps, materials for chalk talks, and ob- 
ject lessons can be added, 


posters, 
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The Cross on Our Money 
By Thomas A. Lambie, M.D. 


WAS in Hebron locking over the 
archaeological collection of Lt, Col 
, a high official of the Hashemite 
Kingdom of the Jordan. He has a won- 
derful collection of old coins dating from 
the time of Alexander the Great down 
through Maccabean and Roman times to 
the Byzantine era. 

Among them was a coin of the Jewish 
period two hundred years before Christ 
What was really startling to me was that 
this coin had on it a cross. To me it 
brought a new thought—What if there 
were a cross on our money? Christ’s cross 
on our money! If it were indeed so, what a 
difference it should make in our use of 
that money; if every coin bearing the 
cross was used in proclaiming that cross 
—that all our money be regarded by 
us as a sacred trust from God and spent 
with Calvary’s values in view. 

I know that this is true of many Sun- 
pAY ScHoot Times readers, that their 
money is used for Christ. Would that 
it were true of all of us. What a bless- 
ing that money would bring to us and 
to the world. 

Someone has said that money is the 
acid test of our love for Christ. When 
some foolish miners found the glittering 
rocks that we call iron pyrites, they 
were very glad over their supposed great 
riches. But the skeptical chemist ap- 
plied the sulphuric acid solution and the 
crystals melted. The acid test. When 
the divine All Chemist (not alchemist) 
applies the acid test to our so-called love 
to Christ, the test of our use of money 
for the Lord, the love of so many is 
shown to be but fool’s gold. The cross 
means sacrifice, and the imprint of the 
cross on our use of our money is the 
surest test of our love for Christ, 
BETHLEHEM, HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF THE 

JORDAN, 


4 
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LESSON 7. AUGUST 17. THE TRAGEDY OF SAUL 
1 Samuel 13:8-14; 15; 18; 28; 31; printed text, 15:17-22; 18:6-9; 31:3, 4 
Golden Text.—To obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.—1 Sam. 15:22 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 
1 Sam, 15:17 And Samuel said, When thou wast little in 
thine own sight, wast thou not made the head of the tribes 
of Israel, and the Lorp anointed thee king over Israel? 
18 And the Lorp sent thee on a journey, and said, Go and 
utterly destroy the sinners the Amalekites, and fight against 


them until they be consumed. 


19 Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice of the Lorp, 
but didst fly upon the spoil, and didst evil in the sight of 


the Lorp? 


20 And Saul said unto Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the 
voice of the Lorp, and have gone the way which the Lorp 
sent me, and have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and 


have utterly destroyed the Amalekites. 


21 But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the 
chief of the things which should have been utterly destroyed, 
to sacrifice unto the Lorp thy God in Gilgal. 

22 And Samuel said, Hath the Lorp as great delight in 
burnt-offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the 
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken 


LorpD? 
than the fat of rams. 


Chap. 18:6 And it came to pass as they came, when David 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


COW rors began best can’t end 
worst.” So wrote one of our 
pcets. The truth of the state- 
ment depends on what one means by 
“began best.” If by that we signify 
an outward appearance of promise, we 
may be sorely deceived. If ever any- 
one had a promising start to a career, 
it was surely Saul. the son of Kish. 
Out searching for colts, he “stumbled” 
into a_ kingdom. The pecple over 
whom he was called to reign rallied 
to him, almost to a man. They were 
proud of his regal appearance, confident 
in his prowess. He had a great prophet 
and man of God for his counsellor, and 
his humble, generous spirit endeared him 
to all. There was a great surge of opti- 
mism, and expectation that the old en- 
emy, the Philistines, would at last lick 
the dust, and that the tribes would be 
strongly united in a kingdom which 
could meet any challenge. To all ap- 
pearance things were well begun. Yet 
it would be difficult to imagine a worse 
ending. From a witch’s shanty Saul 
went out to a suicide’s death on Mount 
Gilboa, leaving his nation smarting un- 
der the scourge of the Philistines, while 
three of his sons fell in the same calami- 
tous battle. 

The answer surely is that, despite ap- 
pearances, Saul’s kingship was not well 
begun. It began in self-will, the self- 
will of the people who demanded a king, 


was returned from the slaughter of the Philistine, that the| 


ments of musick. 


thousands. 


women came out of all cities of Israel, singing and dancing 
to meet king Saul, with tabrets, with joy, and with instry. 


7 And the women answered One another as they played, 
and said, Saul hath slain his thousands, 


and David his ten 


8 And Saul was very wroth, and the saying displeased him 
and he said, They have ascribed unto David ten thousands 


and to me they have ascribed but thousands: and what can 


bearer 


he have more but the kingdom? 
9 And Saul eyed David from that day and forward. 
Chap. 31:3 And the battle went sore against Saul, and the 
archers hit him; and he was sore wounded of the archers. 
4 Then said Saul unto his armourbearer, Draw thy sword 
and thrust me through therewith; lest these uncircumcised 
come and thrust me through, and abuse me. 
would not; 
took a sword, and fell upon it. 
Lessons based on International Sunday 


But his armour. 


for he was sore afraid, Therefcre Saul 


School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
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when the Lord God was their king (1 
Sam. 12:12). It began in a desire to be 
“like all the nations” (chap. 8:5), in other 


words, in a desire to be “conformed to. 


this world” (Rom, 12:2). There can be 
no imagining how badly a thing will end 
which springs frcm so base an origin. 
“When lust hath ccnceived, it bringeth 
forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, 
bringeth forth death” (Jas. 1:15). We 
had better not be deceived by propitious 
beginnirgs, but let us see to the source 
of our conduct and our projects, and 
make sure that they are rooted in “that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will 
of God” (Rom, 12:2). 


Verse by Verse 
1 Sam. 15:17.—“When thou wast little 
. the Lord anointed thee.” For indi- 
catiors of Saul’s humility see chapters 
9:21; 10: 16. 21-23. God’s anointing is only 
fcr humble people. 

Verse 18.—‘And the Lord sent thee on 
a journey . . . destroy the sinners the 
Amalekites.” It was a mission of divine 
judgement (v. 2. See Exod. 17:8-16: Deut. 
25:17-19). no mere national quarrel. 
This is why there was to be no quarter 
and no booty. 

Verse 19.—“Wherefcre then didst thou 

fly upon the spoil?” Saul treated 
the operation as a national matter, in 
which spoil would have been legitimate, 
instead of as a divine judgment, 

Verse 20.—“Yea, I have obeyed the 
voice of the Lord ., . and have utterly 
destroyed the Amalekites.” Saul appar- 
ently went on the principle that the part 


International Council of Religious 


Education 


is equal to the whole, a proposition just 
as false in obedience as it is in mathe- 
matics. Where obedience coincided with 
his own good pleasure, he obeyed; but 
that is not obedience. 

Verse 21.—“But the people took of the 
spoil . . . to sacrifice unto the Lord thy 
God.” Three errors in one statement: 
first, Saul lays the responsibility on “the 
people” whom he ought to have com- 


| 


t 
' 


j 


' 


' 


manded; second, he tried to cover dis- | 


obedience with a pious motive, to sac- 
rifice; third, he called the Lord “thy 
God,” Samuel’s God, not his own God. 

Verse 22.—“Behold, to obey is better 
than sacrifice, and to hearken than the 
fat of rams.” Sacrificing was a sort of 
fetish with Saul, to which he linked no 
ethical values. See also chapter 13:8-12 

Chap. 18:6.—‘The women came out of 
all cities of Israel, singing and dancing.” 
Here was a spontaneous celebraticn of 
the victory over the Philistines recorced 
in chapter 17, and an opportunity to ac- 
claim the king. 

Verse 7.—“Saul hath slain his 
sands, and David his ten thousands.” 
David’s victory over Goliath had _ fired 
the public to a frenzy cf admiration, in 
which the king was thrown into eclipse 
The song of the women was innocent 
enough, but they did not realize how 
sensitive Saul would be in the light of 
Samuel’s statements (chaps, 13:14; 15: 
23). 

Verse 8.—‘What can he have more but 
the kingdom?” It was a natural conclu- 
sion considering his knowledge that his 
successor was already chosen (chap. 13: 
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Lesson for August 17 


14). He was apprehensive of anyone 
who overshadowed him. 

Verse 9.—“And Saul eyed David from 
that day and forward.” Friendship and 
gratitude were turned to suspicion and 
envy. See how there was no submission 
to God’s judgment, but a determination 
to thwart it. Poor, foolish Saul! 

Chap. 31:3.—“And the archers hit him.” 
The king who had gone after witchcraft 
instead of seeking the face of God did 
not have God for his shield. Pp 

Verse 4.—“Saul took a sword, and fell 
upon it.” He possibly would have died 
anywey, but he hastened his own death 
to escape the mockery of merciless foes. 


“he Heart of the Lesson 

The lesson is well entitled, “The Trag- 
edy of Saul.” To one brcught so 
low, who began so _ promisingly, is 
tragedy indeed. Where did it all begin? 
Surely in this, that Saul’s heart was 
never really right with God. Alexander 
Whyte. writing about Saul in his “Bible 
Characters.” points out that it was Saul’s 
servant, not Saul himself, who knew 
about the man cf God (1 Sam, 9:6), and 
that Saul’s first thought about the man 
of God was that he would have to be 
paid (v. 7). Whatever was involved in 
the sniritual exnerience related in chap- 
ter 10:9, 10 it is evident that Saul never 
went fer with God, nor sought to know 
Him. The sacrifices 0 Ged were not to 
him holy acts cf worship, but a fetish 
to avert bad luck (chap. 13:8, 9). so 
that he actually intruded into the 
priestly office in his impatience and fear 

Agevin, he had a low estimate of obe- 
dience. Pecause he ‘had smitten 
Amalekites, he loudly protested that he 
hed obeyed the word of the Lord, al- 
though he had saved Agag their king 
alive ard broucht away the best of the 
spoil, covering his disobecience with a 
pro‘ession of pious purposes. 

The prcnouncement of God's judgment 
upon his dececrstion of the priest's 
office and unon his Cisobedience did not 
humble him. He did not submit himself 
under the mighty hand of God in con- 


see 


4 
the 


fession and repentance, but fought 
against Ged's decree, determined to 
thwart and overturn it. That is the 


secret of his sustained efforts to destroy 
David. whom he recognized as God’s 
anointed to take his place. Poor, foclish 
Saul! 

Of course one who is fighting God can- 
not seek His face in time of trouble. 
When naticnal calamity loomed, there- 
fore, Saul had no recourse to God. so he 


» cut clean across God’s Law and his own 


decree (chap, 28:3), and sought out a 
witch to bring up Samuel to counsel 
with him. It was sad news that he got 
instead (vs. 15-19). 

A man so divorced from God, so filled 
with fear, so utterly unmanned, was a 
poor leader for such an hour. Israel's 
forces were scattered, and Saul, 
wounded, hastened his own death, and 
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Last Week's Lesson 


6. August 10.—The Beginning of the 
Kingdom 1 Samuel 9 to 13 


Next Week’s Lesson 








8 August 24.—David Becomes King 
1 Samuel 16; 18; 22:1, 2; 23:15-18; 

2 Samuel 1:1 to 2:4a; 3:1; 5:1-5 

went to a suicide’s grave. Here is the 


price of not waiting, of not obeying, of 
not submitting. “How are the mighty 
fallen!” 


Outline of the Lesson 
The sins of a king: 
1. Desecration (1 
2. Disobedience (chap. 15: 1-23) 
3. Resistance (chap. 18:6 to 26:25) 
4 
5 


Sam. 13:8-14) 


. Necromancy (chap, 28: 3-20) 


. Suicide (chap. 31:1-4) 


Topics for Development 

How Did Saul Die? Some think that 
the two accounts of Saul’s death are con- 
tradictory (1 Sam. 31:3, 4; 2 Sam. 1:1-10), 
One indicates that Saul hastened his 
own death by falling on his own sword, 
while the other reccrds that an Amale- 
kite, at Saul’s request, slew him. There 
are two possible explanations. Saul’s at- 
tempt to kill himself may have been un- 
successful, so that, despite his two 
wounds, one by an arrow and one by his 
own sword. he was still alive when the 
Amalekite came along and, at the king's 
request, thrust him through in a vital 
spot. On the other hand, the Amalekite 
may have fcund Saul already dead, and, 
thinking to gain favor with David, fab- 
ricated the story of his part in the death 
of David’s eremy, at the same time pre- 
senting to David “crown jewels,” found 
on Saul’s person before the Philistines 
came along. I perscnally incline to this 
latter explanation. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT was at the root of Israel's de- 
mand for a king? 
2. What Saul’s first act of 
will? 


was self- 

3. Why was it wreng for Saul to offer 
the burnt offering? 

4. What act of Amalek 
in 1 Samuel 15:2? 

5. Why was Saul 
spoil of Amalek? 

6. How did Saul defend himself against 
the charge of disobedience? 

7. What two kings tried to kill the 
men appointed by Ged to reign in their 
places? 

8. Why did the Lord not answer Saul 
when he inquired of Him? (1 Sam. 2:6.) 

9. What later king was mortally 
wounded by an arrow in battle? 

10. What was Saul’s last sin? 

(Answers on page 667) 


is referred to 


forbidden to take 
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Did Samuel Appear? The Bible does 
not regard spiritism, necromancy, witch- 
craft, and the like as “all phoney.” Its 
attitude is very serious, and would indi- 
cate that communication with spirits is 
real. The point for us to remember is 
that it is a forbidden practice. Evil 
spirits seek to gain control of human be- 
ings, and communication is but a step to 
control. As to whether spiritism has es- 
tablished communication with the spirits 
of departed humans is, to say the least, 
very doubtful. The case before us may 
be an exception. The witch herself was 
amazed (chap. 28:12). At any rate, God 
controlled the situation to bring to the 
rebellious king a terrible pronouncement 
of judgment. Many prophetic teachers 
believe that the end time will see a great 
resurgence of spiritism and related prac- 
tices. Certainly in the kingdom of Anti- 
christ, demons will play a large and ter- 
rible part. 


Personal Applications 

A religicus experience is no substitute 
for a holy life (1 Sam. 10:9, 10), 

Partial obedience is disobedience. 

The discords of disobedience drown out 
all our pious expressions (chap. 15:13, 
14). 

What God gives is inviolable; 
God withdraws is untenable. 

When God is our shield, no weapon can 
touch us; when God is our foe, no armor 
can protect us (chap. 31:3). 

Every search for light apart from God 
is but a plunge into deeper darkness 
(chap. 28: 15-20). 

Follow Saul, and the end is Gilboa and 
death: follow Christ, and the end is Zion 
and life. 


what 


Golden Text 

1 Sam. 15:22.—“To obey is better than 
sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of 
rams.” Religious performances can never 
be offered as a substitute for obedience. 
To attempt it is only adding hypocrisy 
to our other sins, and God will utterly 
reject the offering. This verse needs to 
be burned into our inmost thoughts, for 
it is in all of us to be pious frauds, 

ELMHurRsT, ILL, 


ye 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SucGcEsTeD HYMNS 
“For the Beauty of the Earth” 
“Yield Not to Temptation” 
“Saviour, Teach Me, Day by Day” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Al- 
mighty God, our Father, we have often 
grieved Thee by our self-willed disobe- 
dience. Give us a deeper sense of the 
sinfulness of disregarding Thee. Make 
Thy Word today powerful to deter us 
from disobedience, and give us Thy 
Spirit that we may delight to do Thy 
will. So may we be doers of the Word 
and not hearers only, lest we both de- 
ceive and destroy ourselves as Saul did. 
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Restrain all workers of iniquity, defeat 
the powers of darkness, prosper the 
truth everywhere, and may “thy king- 


Thy will be done in earth, 
Strengthen and cheer 
all who suffer for Christ’s sake. Bless 
and use every faithful missionary, 
preacher, and teacher of Thy Word. Save 
the nations from being newly engulfed 
in world-wide strife. Give wisdom to our 


dom come. 
as ... in heaven.” 


rulers, insight and courage to Christian 
leaders, fresh life to Thy church. Let 


Thy care be about all sufferers, and lead 
each of us into such good works as will 
most glorify Thee and most serve human 
need. Forgive our sins and keep us from 
all evil for Christ’s dear sake. Amen. 
After the Lesson.—Boys and girls in 
Switzerland repeat each day at school 
this motto: “My duty is to obey and 
work for God and my native land.” We 
may be sure that Samuel made it plain 
to Saul that his duty was to obey and 
work for God and his native land. But 
Saul failed to cbey God, and by failing 
there, failed all along the line. His 
story warns us of the folly and danger, 
as well as of the wrong of disobeying 
God. To steer a true, safe course through 
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life we must make it our first business 
to obey God. 

Obviously, to obey God, we must know 
His commands, and they are in the Bible. 
After the great Cambridge athlete, 
Charles T. Studd, was converted, he arose 


early to study his Bible. His college 
roommate, seeing Studd dressed and 
studying at five one morning, asked 


what he was doing at that early hour. 
Studd replied, “Jesus said, “Ye are my 


W 


friends if ye do whatsoever I command 
you,’ and I am studying my Bible to 
know what He has commanded us.” Are 
we earnestly looking into God’s Book 
to know His commands? And are we 
obeying them? 





ISOBEDIENCE 
ESTRUCTION 


SOW 
REAP 











When Samuel said, “To obey is better 
than sacrifice,” he meant there is no sub- 
stitute for obeying God. Saul tried to 
substitute a great service of national 
thanksgiving for exact obedience to God, 
but God wanted no service of praise 
from the disobedient. Going to God’s 
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house, singing His 


His Word are all 


praise, and hearing 
very important, but 
they cannot be accepted as Substitutes 
for obeying God. People only deceive 
themselves when they make their Sunday 
religion a substitute for weekday 
esty, truth, purity, and kindness. 
can’t disobey God all week and 
with it by 


hon- 
You 
get away 
singing His praise at church 
on Sunday. As far as God is concerned. 
religion minus obedience is an empty 
thing. “Be ye doers of the word, and 
not hearers only, deceiving your own 
selves,” as Saul did. 
Vancouver, B. C., Can, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 
“When thou wast little in 
sight” (1 Sam. 15:17).—More 
the Savicur said, “Whosoever exalteth 
himself shall be and he that 
humbleth himself shall be exalted” (Luke 
14:11; 18:14). There was a time when 
Saul shrank with reluctance from taking 
a place of prominence. While he was 
in that mood, the Lord anointed him king 
over Israel. 
A change for 


thine own 


than once 


“a . 
adasea, 


the came over 
him. Recognized by the mass of the peo- 
ple, and flushed with victory, he “set 
him up a place,” at Carmel—scme monu- 
ment of his victory over the Amalek- 
ites. And he sought in every way to 
justify his failure to carry out the Lord’s 
command. 

Genuine humility becomes every child 
of God; for, after all, what are we but 
sinners of Adam’s race, deserving only 
the judgment of God? 


worse 


A man wrote a letter to a friend in 
which he said: “The last time I saw 
your father he received me in his study, 


and, at my departure, showed me a 


shorter way out of his house, through 
a narrow passage, crossed by an over- 
head beam. We were talking as we 
withdrew, and I, turning partly toward 
him, heard him cry, ‘Stoop! Stcop!’ I 
did not know what he meant until I 
felt my head hit the beam. He was a 


man that never failed to impart instruc- 
tion, and on this occasion said, ‘You are 
young, and have to go through the 
world; stcop as you go through it, and 
you will miss many hard bumps.’ This 
advice thus beaten into my head has 
been of singular service to me, and I 
have often thought of it when I have 
seen pride mortified and men brought 
low by carrying their heads too high.” 

A certain Dr. Blank had a somewhat 
lofty manner of expressing himself. In 
the course of visiting, he called at the 
home of an elderly woman, who famil- 
iarly invited him to “come and sit 
down.” The doctor, who expected a 
more dignified greeting, said, in stately 
tones, intended to check any further at- 
tempt at familiarity, “Woman, I am a 
servant of the Lord come to speak with 
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you on the concerns of your soul.” 
“Then you will be humble like your 
Master,” replied the lady. The doctor 
felt the reproof deeply, and never again 
sought to magnify himself at the expense 
of his office. 


“And the Lord sent thee on a jour- 
ney” (1 Sam. 15:18).—In a general way, 
the Lord sends each believer on a jour- 
ney. It is a pilgrim journey—from the 
Cross, where we first saw Him as our 
sacrifice, to the Glory, where we shall 
see Him face to face. As to King Saul, 
so to us He has given explicit instruc- 
tions as to what He wants accomplished 
on that journey. In our case, the ene- 
mies are spiritual, and by yielding im- 
plicit obedience to Him, we shall be 
“more than conquerors.” 

There are some whom the Lord has 
sent on specific journeys—such as mis- 
sionaries to China, India, Africa, the 
Islands of the Sea, as well as to the 
Homeland. Can we not say that the 
measure of yielded obedience to the 
great ccmmission determines whether or 
not the journey will be made to the 
glory of God and the reward of the 
messenger? 

Oh, for the spirit of the man, who, when 
sent of the Lord on a missionary journey 
to Ceylcn, said, “I would rather be set 
naked on its coast and without a friend 
than not to go!” 


“Behold, to obey is better than sacri- 
fice” (1 Sam, 15:22).—An elaborate sys- 
tem of sacrifices had been established 
by God in Israel, as the Book of Leviti- 
cus reveals. Although the Lord com- 
manded obedience, a sinning Israelite 
found it easier to bring a dove, a lamb, 
a bullock as a sacrifice, than to obey 
wholeheartedly the Word cf the Lord. 
The Lord preferred obedience to the sac- 
rifice. 

In the Lord Jesus Christ we have the 
happy and perfect combination of obe- 
dience and sacrifice. He said, “I do al- 
ways those things that please him” (John 
8:29). Of Ilim it is written, “Christ 
also hath loved us, and hath given him- 
self for us an offering and a sacrifice to 
God for a sweetsmelling savour” (Eph. 
5:2). 

We, too, shall find, like George Mac- 
Donald, that doing the will of God leaves 
us no time “for disputing about His 
plans.” 

“And Saul eyed David from that day 
and forward” (1 Sam. 18:9).—Saul was 
so insanely jealous that he could not 
bear to have more honor ascribed to 
David than to him. Jealousy is a cruel, 
green-eyed monster. 

On the campus of a Southern college 
there were two young women who came 
from the same neighborhood. One was 
from a fairly wealthy home and the 
other from a poor family. Events proved 
that the latter was by far the more able 
student, and she received honors which 
made the more aristocratic young woman 
extremely jealous. So jealous was she 
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that she carefully devised a plot to ruin 
the other’s reputation. As a result of 
the accusations, the falsity of which 
could not be directly checked, the young 
woman from the poor family was ex- 
pelled from college. She was not physi- 
cally strong, and as a result of the dis- 
grace died not very long afterward. 

The jealous girl who had lied became 
weighted down more and more because 
of her sin and suffered a serious decline. 
She was taken from doctor to doctor 
who could discover nothing organically 
wrong. Finally, in desperation she con- 
fessed what she had done before her 
pastor and some others. The fact was 
impressed upon her, that her wrong 
could never be righted, though as a re- 
sult of a full confession her sin could 
be forgiven. But what a horrible night- 
mare the memory of that experience 
will be all the rest of her life! (Dr, Olm- 
stead.) 

It is jealousy’s peculiar nature 

To swell small things to great, nay, ought 

of nought, 
To conjure much; 


reason 
Amid the hideous phantoms it has formed. 


Wawona, CALIF, 
we 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, a young fellow not far 

from where I live received from his 
father a convertible for his graduation 
present. It was a beautiful car with 
all the accessories. About the third 
time he used it, he tried seeing how fast 
he could take a curve, lost control, and 
went over the embankment. Officers 
reported he was exceeding the speed 
limit by 20 m.p.h. Fortunately his in- 
juries were not serious, but the car was 
a complete wreck. He was not only 
breaking the state law, but he was vio- 
lating the law of common sense. And 
think of how many hours of pleasure 
driving and satisfaction he threw away! 
His dad did not give him another car. 

Saul made even a more serious mis- 
take. He disobeyed the clear command 
of God given to him by the Prophet 
Samuel. His instructions were to de- 
stroy utterly the Amalekites and all their 
possessions; but Saul spared the life of 
Agag the king of the Amalekites and 
brought back home with him some of the 
choice cattle. His excuse was that he 
saved the cattle to sacrifice unto the 
Lord, but Samuel told him, “To obey is 
better than sacrifice, and to hearken 
than the fat of rams.” Then the prophet 
informed Saul that his kingdom would 
be taken away from him and given to 
another. Saul died a suicide (1 Sam. 
31:4). 

Fellows, let’s think about automobiles 
again. The modern automobile is a mar- 
velous piece of machinery. I don’t know 
how many parts go into the construction 
of a car, but there must be hundreds 


and then to lose its 
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—maybe thousands or more. Some wag 
said it takes 1,200 nuts and many man 
hours to put an automcbile together, 
but one “nut” can wreck it in thirty 
seconds. I never cease to marvel when 
I settle myself under the wheel and real- 
ize that with just the gentle pressure 
of my foct upon the accelerator, I am 
carrying a ton of steel and other mate- 
rials swiftly along the highway with all 
the ease and relaxed ccmfort afforded 
by my favorite chair in the living room 
at home. 

Not every fellow can have a de luxe 
convertible for a graduation present; not 
every fellow has the privilege of gradu- 
ating—I know that I did not—but, listen, 
fellows: Ged has given you a marvelous 
equipment for the roadway of life. Won- 
derful as the modern car is, it is only a 
clumsy crate in comparison to the physi- 
cal, mental, and spiritual construction 
and organization of your personal self. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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The charnel of power of an automobile 
(the gas line) is from ten to twelve feet 
long. The blood vessels in your body, 
according to physiologists, measure a 
total of from fifty thousand to one hun- 
dred thousand miles! That is just one 
contrast out of many that are equally 
startling, showing how the infinite Cre- 
ator has equipped you with a miracle 
body with which to get out on life’s great 
highway and go places. My, with what 
care you should guard it and nourish it 
and operate it! No sane car owner would 
pour sulphuric acid into the gas tank 
or the oil crankcase. which would in a 
short time eat away the precision-ground 
surfaces of the cylinders (though they 
could be replaced); but there have been 
fellows who were foolish enough to pour 
liquor down their priceless throats, do- 
ing irreparable damage to delicate mem- 
branes which can never be duplicated. 
Putting “an enemy in their mouths to 
steal away their brains!” as Shakes- 
peare says. “Drivers are safer when the 
roads are dry; but roads are safer when 
the drivers are dry.” 

This is only suggesting physical 
hazard; your car will eventually go to 
the junk heap. But your personal equip- 
ment is created for eternity. The mor- 
tal highway is just the beginning. God’s 
Word is the road map. The Holy Spirit 
is the steering. Prayer brings nourish- 
ment and power. Saul either forgot or 
deliberately ignored all these, and catas- 
trophe was the inevitable result. 


Fellows, what are you going to do 
about it? 
Fontana Dam, N. C. 


Ww 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1952 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson. and should 
not be clipped from earlier “‘Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Obedience for Our Own Safety.—To 
obey is better than sacrifice, and to 
hearken than the fat of rams (1 Sam. 
15:22, Golden Text). An aviation cadet, 
on a practice flight, temporarily stricken 
blind, in panic radioed that message to 
his control officer. This officer radioed 
back, “Follow my instructions implic- 
itly.” After keeping the blinded cadet 
circling the landing field until the whole 
field was cleared and an ambulance had 
arrived, the control officer radioed: “Now 
lose altitude.” “Now bank sharply.” 
“You're coming onto the field now.” The 
cadet brought his plane to a perfect 
landing, was saved, and later his sight 
returned. All the Lord is asking of us 
is implicit obedience—From Tom M. 
Olson, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by M. Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 
Prize illustration, 
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Undisciplined Clay.—Wherefore then 
didst thou not obey the voice of the 
Lord? (1 Sam. 15:19.) A potter put a lit- 
tle piece of clay that had not undergone 
the preparatory process that the clay 
must be subjected to into the mass of 
beaten and prepared clay. All was going 
well until in a moment there was a twist 
and the beauty of the vessel was gone. 
The little bit of undisciplined clay en- 
tirely frustrated the potter’s purpose. 
One cherished sin will defeat the pur- 
pose of the great Potter—From the 
King’s Business. Sent by M, H. James, 
Toronto, Can. 


Implicit Obedience.—I have obeyed the 
voice of the Lord (1 Sam. 15:20). Years 
ago, says Mr. Ridgway, a young machin- 
ist applied to us for a job. We were 
full, but our next-door neighbor, Mr. 
Worth, was having trouble to get a young 
man who would do just what he told 
him to do. I said to Norman, “You go 
to see Mr. Worth and tell him I sent 
you, and you do whatever he tells you 
to do; don’t put up an argument, but 
jump in the Brandywine if he tells you 
to. He took my advice, and later Mr. 
Worth said to me, “Bill, I have got a 
fellow at last who will do what I tell 
him to do.” Folks said he was advanced 
because he stood in Mr. Worth’s good 
graces. As I write he has been advanced 
and has become the best rolling mills 
manager in the United States and is 
employed in a consulting capacity by 
a large steel mill. He has a large estate 
on the Hudson.—From William H. Ridg- 
way, in The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by E. M. James. Toronto, Can. 


Someone Else To Blame.—But the peo- 
ple took of the spoil (1 Sam. 15:21). 
Charles Spurgeon once said, “Could ex- 
cellent spines be inserted into certain 
brethren, it would be well; but backbone 
would render them unfashionable.” So 
the cry goes on, “He made me do it.” A 
minister once asked a young man in San 
Quentin Prison, “Why did you do it?” 
The answer was the same cld story: 
“Bad company. They put me up to it.” 
The minister’s answer was thought-pro- 
voking. He said: “So you admit you 
are just a follower, and have no will 
power of your own; you just do what 
you are told?. Suppose they told you 
to cut off your hand?” The boy replied, 
“O.K., parson, you win; I was to blame; 
I did it, and I’m sorry now, but it’s too 
late. I did cut off my very life to go 
with the crowd. If I had had that will 
power I wouldn't be here.”—Source un- 
known. Sent by Mrs. Herman L. Rob- 
ertson, High Point, N. C. 


The Curse of Envy.—And Saul eyed 
David from that day and forward (1 
Sam. 18:9). It is not easy for one who 


has been a leader to take second place. 
In “My Dogs in the Northland,” Egerton 
R. Young gives an incident in point. He 
had one dog, a magnificent leader, which 
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took great pride in his work and his 
position. Dr. Young was abundantly 
satisfied with him, and did not like to 
think of displacing him. But it was 
necessary to have another leader in re- 
serve. in case of accident. So one day 
he harnessed the second-best animal 
ahead of the leader. The latter at first 
refused to help pull the load. When he 
saw that his master was determined to 
humiliate him, he gnawed the harness 
of the new leader, and was thus once 
more in his old position. This act was 
repeated a number of times—as often as 
the damage was repaired. Finally Dr. 
Young restrained him so that he was 
compelled to look on, inactive, while 
the usurper received his training. Then 
he began to grieve for his lost position, 
and soon died of a broken heart. How 
much more like that dog most of us 
are than like John the Baptist!—From 
“5000 Best Modern Illustrations.” by 
Hallock. Sent by Josephine A. Kinzly, 
North Tonawanda, N. Y. 


Sand in the Character.—The battle 
went sore against Saul (1 Sam. 31:3). 
The Yellow River has been China’s great 
scourge. periodically overflowing its 
banks and spreading dirt and desolation 
in its path. A few years ago a large 
sum of money was raised and a noted 
engineer was engaged to repair the 
dikes in a place where damage had been 
frequent and severe. At last the work 
was done, and in the freshets of the en- 
suing season thousands of Chinese lived 
with a sense of security behind the bar- 
rier that had been erected. But one night 
without warning the dike collapsed, 
and the swelling waters that broke 
through the breach took a ghastly toll 
of lives and property. Loose sand had 
been substituted for the tons and tons 
of concrete called for in the original 
specification. What was it that stood 
between the waters of the Yellow River 
and those trusting Chinese that night? 
Would you say it was a dike? Hardly, 
it was the character of a man, and that 
had failed.—From Moody Monthly. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Defeated by Snowflakes.—The battle 
went sOre against Saul (1 Sam. 31:3). 
Napoleon proposed to invade. Russia and 
bring its Czar under his sway. It is 
said that someone ventured to say of his 
purpose, “Man proposes, but God dis- 
poses.” On hearing the remark, Napo- 
lecn is said to have replied, “I propose, 
and I dispose.” But that was to leave 
God out of his reckoning, and it proved 
fatal. For God dealt with Napoleon 
through one of His tiniest, most fragile 
creations, the snowflake. By the snows 
of Russia God defeated the presumptu- 
ous Napoleon. “Russia shall be mine,” 
his proud heart had said—whereas the 
Lord was there. And because of God, 
the Corsican’s proudly conceived inva- 
sion came to disaster and defeat. Em- 
perors, kings, dictators, generals, and 











iaieii i lleetmenammnnll 





stat 
recl 
Sch 
Fet 


Ww 


wor 
that 
The 
que 
thir 
the 
did 
that 
also 
dea’ 
Joh 
the 
Goc 
eth 
Goc 
tha’ 
om! 

N 
the 
Adz 
crez 
par’ 
wa} 
that 
whe 

B 
this 
esis 
sho 
the 
Spi! 
ple 
witl 
love 
beir 
fore 
plar 
Eve 
race 
whi 
Pet 
was 
cou] 
He ; 
as t 
a be 
for 
vati 
Him 
nity 

O01 
Sau 
Kin 
Bec: 

M 
8-14 
obe} 
but 
wha 
Saul 
he \ 

















Lesson for August 17 


statesmen who leave God out of their 
reckoning are fools.—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs, M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


ys 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
A Kinc WHo FAILED 
HAT is in the Question Box to- 
day? “In the beginning of the 
world, and even before that, God knew 
that Adam and Eve would sin, didn’t He? 
Then why did He make them?” This 
question shows that someone is really 
thinking. Let us begin by answering 
the first part of this question. “Yes, God 
did know long before He created them 
that Adam and Eve would sin, and He 
also knew the suffering, sorrow, and 
death that would follow.” Turn to 1 
John 3:20 and notice the last part of 
the verse, “If our heart condemn us, 
God is greater than our heart, and know- 
eth all things.” What do we say about 
God when we wish to express the fact 
that He knows everything? (He is 
emniscient.) Right. 

Now we can restate the last part of 
the question this way: “Knowing that 
Adam and Eve would sin, why did God 
create them?” Someone read the first 
part of Psalm 18:30 (“As for God, his 
way is perfect”). Let us remember 
that. Whatever God does is right, 
whether we understand it or not. 

But the Bible does give some light on 
this question. Notice first that in Gen- 
esis 1:26 God said, “Let us make man,” 
showing that the creation of man was 
the will of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. Why? Because God wanted peo- 
ple to love Him and to have fellowship 
with Him. See Proverbs 8:31. God's 
love is so great that He sought for more 
beings to love and to make happy! Be- 
fore God created man He had made the 
plan of salvation whereby Adam and 
Eve and every member of their sinful 
race could be saved from the sin into 
which He knew they would fall. See 1 
Peter 1:18-20. That plan of salvation 
was to cost God more than you and I 
could ever measure. Yet, knowing this, 
He said, “Let us make man.” And lovely 
as the Garden of Eden was, He planned 
a better place in His heavenly Paradise 
for all those who would accept His sal- 
vation. There they would dwell with 
Him in fullness of joy through all eter- 
nity. 

Our lesson today goes on with King 
Saul. It is not a happy lesson because 
King Saul had an unhappy life. Why? 
Because he disobeyed God. 

Mabel will tell us, from 1 Samuel] 13: 
8-14, about the first time the king dis- 
obeyed God. God had said that no one 
but a Levite could offer a sacrifice. Of 
what tribe was Saul? (Of Benjamin.) 
Saul knew he was disobeying God, but 
he went ahead anyway because his sol- 
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diers were scattering from him. Dur- 
ing the time that Samuel’s arrival was 
delayed, the king should have been pray- 
ing and encouraging his men with God’s 
Sure promises. But he was not in touch 
with God, so could only look to the 
outward forms of religion to hold his 
men. 

Mabel’s story proves that Saul was not 
a man of God. He not only disobeyed 
God, but showed no sorrow for it after- 
ward. He went to meet Samuel as if 
all were well, and even after Samuel 
rebuked him, he still did not say that 
he was sorry. 

Now Carol will tell about another time 
the king disobeyed God. This story is 
recorded in 1 Samuel 15. Read verse 11 
to see how Samuel felt about this. What 
an example to us! When he was grieved 
about Saul, he prayed to God all night 
about him, instead of talking to others 
about it. 

Next read verses 15 to 24 of 1 Samuel 
15. Again the king approached the great 
prophet without any sorrow for his sin. 
When Samuel said, “Wherefore didst 
thou not obey the voice of the Lord?” 
(v. 19), Saul answered, “I have obeyed” 
(v. 20). When Samuel proved that he 
had not, the king tried to put the blame 
on his subjects. When Samuel turned 
away, telling him that God had rejected 
him from being king, Saul did admit 
that he had sinned. We might think 
that he had at last repented, but verse 
30 shows that Saul’s great concern was not 
for God’s forgiveness, but that he might 
be honored before the people! 

Saul was not only disobedient to God, 
he was guilty of another very serious 
sin. Read 1 Samuel 18:6-9 and find out 
what it was. (Jealousy.) Read what 
God says about jealousy in the Song of 
Solomon 8:6. The rest of the king’s life 
was proof of this statement. He tried 
again and again to kill David, for no 
other reason than that he was jealous 
of him. And even after David had 
spared Saul’s life, he still tried his best 
to kill him. The king was anxious to 
be honored before the people. But how 
much do you suppose the people could 
respect him when they saw him take 
three thousand soldiers to the backwoods 
to try to kill David, just because he 
was jealous of him? Even after David 
had proved that he did not wish to harm 
the king, Saul still chased him round 
the hills. I am afraid many of his sub- 
jects must have felt nothing but con- 
tempt for him. 

Now turn to 1 Samuel 28:6-12. Here 
we learn that Saul consulted a woman 
who had contact with demons. Ged had 
expressly forbidden this. Notice that 
when Samuel appeared, the woman was 
terribly frightened. She had not ex- 
pected to see him. She had only looked 
for an evil spirit who would imperson- 
ate Samuel. No one can really get into 
touch with someone who has died, 
though some people pretend that they 
can, The only reason Samuel came back 
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Sell Nylons for Profit 


Earn extra money selling our line of 
FULL-FASHIONED NYLONS 


among your friends and neighbors 
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Write for information 
CONFIDENCE HOSIERY MILLS 
4th and School Streets East Mauch Chunk, Pa. 





T here's 


Picfit in Prophecy 


for Christians who wish to have 
“understanding of the times”’ 


ATTEND THE 
Annual Bible Conference 
on Prophecy and the Jew 


HEAR "ess 


known speakers 














internationally 









Dr. Wm. Ward Ayer, 
Dr. Hymon J. Appel- 
mon, Dr. Pav! Bav- 


Aug. 25 to Sept. 1 














Seis S| tel 
Centz, Max Cohn, Dr. | WINONA LAKE, 
Peter Hoogendam, Dr. 

Fred Mitchell, Dr. INDIANA 






Palmer Muntz, Dr. 
Alve J. McClain, 
A. B. Machlin, Dr. 
Oswald Smith, No- 
thon Stone, Huge 
Spitzer, Chester E. 
Tulgo, Gerald Stover. 


THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
FOR JEWISH EVANGELISM 
Winone Lake, Indiana 






PLAN NOW TO ATTEND! 


For Full Information 
write: 















Dept. 5 








When answering advertisements, please men- 


* tion The Sunday School Times as reference. 











Announcement! 


BEN LIPPEN SCHOOL 


to become 


CO-EDUCATIONAL 


this Fall 





Beginning with the fall semester 
Ben Lippen School, well-known 
Christian Preparatory School for 
Boys, will open its doors to co-edu- 
cational study. 


Applications will be received from 
girls of high school age (grades 9 to 
12). 


Ben Lippen offers fine preparatory 
school training by Christian teachers 
in a Christian environment. 


Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin, Pres. 
BEN LIPPEN SCHOOL 


Asheville, North Carolina 


a 
SRE 
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Christian Schools and Colleges 


(ADVERTISEMENTS) 





THE COLLEGE DIVISION of 
Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary 


Moves to St. Davids in September; offers an A.B. 
degree with majors in English, History, Philoso- 
phy, General Education, Music, Pre-Theology, 
Pre-Christian Education. 


Address Public Relations Office: 


THE COLLEGE, §stecn Baptist Seminary 


Midwest Bible and Missionary Institute 


Offers degree and diploma courses of thorough, 
efficient Bible training. 


“At the Crossroads of a nation at the Crossroads” 
Nye J. Langmade, President 
Write for catalog 


3964 Washington Avenue St. Louis 8, Mo. 





SOUTHLAND BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Pikeville, Kentucky 
A fundamental, true to the Word School of Bible 
training and practice in the Kentucky Mountains. 
Standard 3-year courses. 
Approved for G. I. Bill. 
odern educational facilities. 
Tuition free. 
Accredited taculty. 
Write for full information 





GRACE BIBLE INSTITUTE 
1515 South 10th Street Omaha 8, Nebraska 
SGHOLARLY — EVANGELICAL — MISSIONARY 
Three-Year Courses 
Four-Year Course leading to A.B. Degree in Bible 
Write for Catalog 
Rev. H. D. Burkholder, B.D., M.A., Pres. 


Faith Theological Seminary 
Wilmington, Delaware 


Offers three year graduate course leading to Th.B. 
and B.D. degrees, accredited by the New York 
Regents and recognized by the Army and Navy 
authorities. Stresses the study of the original lan- 
guages of the Bible. Maintains the entire integrity 
of the Scriptures. 

Scholarly 


Fundamental Premillennial 





THE KING’S COLLEGE 


Percy B. Crawford, President 
King’s College, Delaware 
When thinking of a Christian college think of King’s 
High scholarship on a small college campus 
4-year Liberal Arts Courses 
2-year Secretarial Courses 
Self Help Work Program 
Write for catalog 





ARIZONA BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Non-denominational in affiliation; 
Inter-denominational in cooperation 
We Invite Your Investigation 
WRITE FOR CATALOG 
BOX 1028 PHOENIX, ARIZONA 





Providence Bible Institute 
100 State Street Providence 8, Rhode Island 
PROVIDENCE Offers 


Two-year Secretarial—three-year Diploma—four- 
year B.A. Degree — five-year Th.B. or B.Mus. 
Degree. 

Pastors’, Missionary, Music, General, Christian 


Education, Secretarial. Accreditation by AABIBC. 
Write for catalog 


MID-SOUTH BIBLE INSTITUTE 
1271S Poplar A Memphis 4, T 


l-year Basic Bible 
planned especially for high school graduates to be- 





Course for young people, 


come grounded in the faith before college, mili- 
tary service, or life’s work. Freetuition. Write 
today: Dr. J. Howard Goddard, President. 





Zellwood Florida 
An Interdenominational, Co-educational, College 
Preparatory, Vitally Christian Boarding School for 
High School Students. Where Young People find 
Sound Education, Vital Spiritual Life, Christian 
Companionship, Fine Athletics, and Christian 
Amusements. Address 
Dr. P. W. DuBose, President 

EDUCATING FOR ETERNITY 





KANSAS CITY BIBLE COLLEGE 


Prepare for Christian service at the 
City Bible College. Missions, General Bible, 
Music, and Christian Education training. Recrea- 
tional facilities, 4 acre campus, gymnasium. Ap- 
proved for veteranstraining. Shorthand and typing 
without extra tuition cost. 


Kansas 


P. 0. Box 8426 Dept. A Kansas City 5, Mo. 


Los Angeles Baptist Theological Seminary 


Spiritual Scholarly 
Graduate School of Theology, B.D. 
College of Theology, A.B. 
Consistently free from modernistic affiliations 
Milton E. Fish, S.T.M., Dean 


Address inquiries to 560 S. St. Louis Street, Los 
Angeles 33, Calif. 





Grace Theological Seminary 
Winona Lake, Indiana 
A standard theological school where the whole 
Word of God is honored and taught, and the high 
academic demands of Christian scholarship are 
directed toward a practical Christian ministry. Ap- 
proved for veteran education. No tuition. 


Dr. Alva J. McClain, President 
Dr. Homer A. Kent, Registrar 





COLUMBIA BIBLE COLLEGE 
Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin, President 
Columbia, South Carolina 


Offers you NOW... 1. A distinctive four-year de- 
gree course for Christian service. 2. Unusual 
Graduate School of Missions for graduates of sec- 
ular colleges and universities. 3. Draft deferment 
for men committed to Christian service if they are 
pre-registered before entering school. Write im- 
mediately for further information. 
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to speak to Saul is that God sent him 
to give the king one last chance to re- 
pent. Read verse 19. Saul is now warned 
that he will be killed the next day. He 
still has a few hours in which to get 
right with God, but sad to say, there 
is no evidence that he did. 

The last part of the life of this first 
king of Israel is the saddest of all. A life 
lived in touch with God grows brighter 
and brighter until the person’ reaches 
Heaven. But a life lived in disobedience 
to God grows darker and darker until 
it ends in “the blackness of darkness 
for ever.” 

Assignment: Mary and Deana, will you 
be ready next Sunday with the flannel- 
graph story of “David and the Giant”? 
Harriet and Dixie, will you prepare the 
flannelgraph on David and Abigail? 
These stories will have to be brief as 
we have a lot of ground to cover next 
Sunday. 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
+4 
For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Why Saul Failed (1 Sam. 18:6-16) 
HERE were strange happenings 
about Saul’s becoming king. Can 


you tell about: donkeys, a party, a bot- 
tle of oil, drawing lots, hide-and-seek? 
But tall, handsome Saul did not make 
a good king, and God chose another. 
Too bad! Here is a list of things that 
come into the story of a king who wasn’t 
kingly: sheep, oxen, King Agag; a giant, 
a sling, dancing and singing women; a 
spear. As the stories are told or read 
from the Bible, we will make a list on 
the blackboard of why Saul failed. Story 
Number One is about sheep, oxen, King 
Agag. If no one knows this story, lis- 
ten while I read it from the Bible, and 
see if you can find Saul’s sin (1 Sam. 
15:1-3, 7-9, 13-15, 22). Disobedience! 
(Put this word on the blackboard.) At 
first Saul said he had obeyed, but later 
he owned up, “I have sinned” (v, 24). 
His next words were not very kingly, 
either; he puts the blame on others. “I 
feared the people, and obeyed their 
voice.” Who was king? 

Then comes another war. A giant this 
time. You all know about Giant Go- 
liath and the sling? But do you know 
about the dancing and singing women? 
(Read chap. .18:6-8.) Jealousy! (Add it 
to list on the blackboard.) How jealous 
Saul was from that day on! Do you 
know whom God had chosen to be king 
now that Saul was bad? Yes, David. 
You watch David and see whether he 
behaves like a king, even though no 
crown is on his head yet. 

What about a spear, or javelin as it 
is called in the Bible? (vs. 10, 11.) Now 
what made Saul do a thing like that? 
(Add “anger” or “temper” to the black- 
board list. In verse 8 there is another 
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WESTMONT COLLEGE 
Dr. Roger J. Voskuyl, Pres. 


Announces new courses in Nursing and Elemen- 
tary Education. Emphasis on preparation for 
Christian schools. Traditional Liberal Arts majors 
continue available. Write for literature. 


WESTMONT COLLEGE 
61 La Paz Road Santa Barbara, California 


The Missionary Training Institute 
Nyack, New York 


NYACK offers diploma and degree courses in 
Christian Education Missions 
Theology Sacred Music 


“America’s First Bible School’ 


Dallas Theological Seminary 
and Graduate School of Theology 

A denominationally unrelated seminary now in 
28th year offering four-year standard theological 
curriculum for college graduates leading to Th.M 
graduate work toward Th.D. Biblical, conserva- 
tive, premillennial. Recognized by government 
Address Registrar: Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer, Founder 
and President. 3909 Swiss Ave., Dallas 4, Texas. 








TAYLOR UNIVERSITY 


e Christian 
e Accredited 
e Friendly 


UPLAND - - - - INDIANA 


BAPTIST BIBLE INSTITUTE 
8273 Hough Ave., Cleveland 3, Ohio 


Biblical in doctrine 
-vangelistic in nature 
Missionary in emphasis 


A theological school training young lives to serve 
the Lord as missionaries, pastors, and Christian 
workers. Prepared to meet today’s challenge! 


Write for catalog 


JOHNSON CITY, NEW YORK 
Paul R. Jackson, Pres. John R. Dunkin, Dean 
Approved by Board of foment of New York 
and GARBC. 

5-year post-secondary hochectat program 
4-year Christian edycation program, also 
3-year Baptist Bible institute. 

“Spirituality plus Scholarship’ 








GREENVILLE COLLEGE 


Greenville, Illinois 
Complete 4-year Liberal Arts Curriculum in a 
Fundamental-Evangelical program. 
Summer School begins June 3 and July 17. 
Fall Opening September 16. 
FULL REGIONAL ACCREDITATION 


For information write, Director of Admissions 


Bible Institute of Montreal, Inc 
Prepares Christian Workers 
in the FRENCH language 
French Professors French Bible Courses 
French Environment 
Inquire 


1017 St. Antoine Street Montreal, P. Q. 





HUNTINGTON COLLEGE 
Dr. Elmer Becker, President 
Huntington, Indiana 
A Liberal Arts College rich in Christian fellowship 


and tradition. Well-rounded curriculum including 
practical timely courses 


Write Today 
Catalog and literature free on request 





DETROIT BIBLE INSTITUTE 


17370 Meyers Road Detroit 35, Michigan 
Roy L. Aldrich, President 


Courses: Standard—Bible, Missions, Music, Chris- 
tian Education Majors. Seminary— Christian 
Worker—Evening. Scholarly faculty, sound Bible 
teaching, spacious campus, new building, interde- 
nominational. Write for catalog. 





STERLING COLLEGE 
Sterling, Kansas 


Christian, Co-Educational, Liberal Arts College. 
Teaching, Pre-Medical, Pre-Nursing, Pre-Theolog- 
ical, Pre-Engineering, Natural Sciences, Social 
Sciences, Humanities, Fine Arts. 
Write 
President Wm. M. McCreery for literature 





HOUGHTON COLLEGE 


Modern in Methods Moderate in Expense 
Historic in Faith 
Offers major and minor work in 


sixteen different fields leading to 
A.B., B.S., and B. Mus. degrees. 


Write to Orrice or THE COLLEGE DEAN 


Houghton” - - - - - New York 





The Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary 
Phila. 31, Pa. 


Training in Theology, Christian Education, Mis 
sions, Evangelism, Homiletics, Church History, 
Psychiatry and Pastoral Counselling, etc. Offers 


B.D., M.R.E., and Th.M. degrees 
Address Public Relations Office 


City Line and Lancaster Ave. 


Grand Rapids Baptist Theological 


Seminary and Bible Institute 
811 Wealthy Street, S. E. Grand Rapids 6, Mich. 


Biblical, Spiritual, Scholastic, Practical. A regular 
Baptist Training Center for Ministers, Mission- 
aries, Christian Workers. Courses offered: Pre- 
Seminary, Seminary, and Bible Institute. Author- 
ized by the Michigan State Board of Education to 
grant the Bachelor of Divinity Degree. 





Fort Wayne | Stile College 


Fort Wayne 6 - - - Indiana 
College of Bible School of Music 
Fall opening — September 9 


Write for catalog 








SHELTON COLLEGE 


offers 
an accredited Christian college education free from 
denominational bias and all! ent: en ng alliances 
with modernism SHELTON stands for the Twen- 
tieth Century Reformation. Write for catalog. 


SHELTON COLLEGE 
340 West 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 


PACIFIC BIBLE INSTITUTE 


OF FRESNO 
2149 Tuolumne Street Fresno 21, Calif. 
BIBLE MISSIONS THEOLOGY 


Three-year Bible institute diploma course. Four- 
year Bible college A.B. degree course. Graduate 
Th.B. degree course. Accredited by the American 
Accrediting Association of Bible Institutes and 
Bible Colleges on college level 





GREENSBURG BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Oakland Avenue Greensburg, Pa. 
Three Great Courses of Study Offered 
Day-time 

Master Bible Course 
Bible Collegiate 
Music Major Course 
Send for a catalog 





AND ACADEMY 
Kingston, Nova Scotia, Canada 
A 40-acre campus in the heart of Canada’s ocean 
playground. Three-year course. Accredited Acad- 
emy, grades1to12. Music, Gymnasium. Acces- 
sible by car, bus, train. Studious climate, low 
humidity. Lowest rates. Information on request. 





Cook Christian Training School 


Box 7158 Phoenix, Arizona 
21 TRIBES 
21 tribes from 10 states are here for preparation as 
Christian workers Some are Navajos represent- 


ing 70,000 tribesmen most of whom are illiterate. 
Will you help us train these native Americans? 


WILL YOU? 





ROCKMONT COLLEGE 


Glenarm and Twentieth Denver 5, Colorado 
**On the Rock in the Rockies’’ 


Write for literature giving courses and full par- 
ticulars of our unique ““Earn-Your-Way-Plan.”’ 


Address 
Dept. TE W. R. Skillen, Jr., President 





STONY BROOK SCHOOL 


“Character Before Career” 
Accredited college preparation for boys. Distinc- 
tive Christian training. Grades seven to college 
entrance. Boys from sixteen states and nine 
foreign countries. 45-acre campus, accessible by 
car or train. Thirty-first year begins Sept. 15. 

For a catalogue, write the headmaster. 

Frank E. Gaebelein, Litt.D. 

Box 30 Stony Brook, Long Island, New York 








BUFFALO BIBLE INSTITUTE 
827 Delaware Avenue Buffalo 9, New York 
Thorough three-year courses in Theology, Chris- 
tian Education, and Missions. Bible Music. Co- 
educational. Beautiful buildings and grounds 
Approved by Accrediting Association of Bible In- 
stitutes (Intermediate Division). Self help oppor- 
tunities. 


D. K. Reisinger, President. 








Philadelphia Bible Institute 


1800 Arch Street Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
Dr. William A. Mierop, President 
Dr. Clarence E. Mason, Jr., Dean 
Send for illustrated catalog to: 


LAURENCE A. LUFBURROW, Director of 
Admissions, Room 204, 1800 Arch St., Phila. 3, Pa. 
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OPPORTUNITY 


Prominent mission organization needs capable Chris- 
tian young man or woman to assist in purchasing 
equipment for missionaries Applicant must be able to 
type, have general knowledge of business, be sympa- 
thetic to foreign missions, willing to live in the East, 
and prepared to accept the position as a genuine call to 
Christian service. State age, present and past employ- 
ment, salary required, church membership, and general 
qualifications, including references. All information 
received in strict confidence. Address your communi- 
cation to Adv. No. 700, Sunday School Times, 325 N. 
13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 





WHAT IS YOUR CHURCH DOING 
About Your Jewish Neighbors? 
Continuing his 30-year ministry, Dr. 
Klig is ilable for Missi y 
Conferences and church engagements 
designed to arouse and equip your 
members to win their Jewish friends 
wh te Christ. For open dates, write: 


JEW{SH y yy 


ev. 
35 Northview Street Asheville, N. 


















>Unbreakable ... moulded 
to look like glass. Light 

weight, noise free. Evo 
nomical. Standard height 
Order from your dealer 


$1.25 Doz * SPECIAL OFFER 
W, Wail $1.00 for trial lot of 


Sudbury one dozen sent postpaid, 
0. 


BRASS GOODS“C 









55 Sudbury St., Boston 14, Mass 











Advertising brings new things to the 

reader’s attention and teaches him how 

to use them. You will find in the 

weekly advertising columns of The 

Sunday School Times many helpful 

hints that may save you hours of time 
and trouble. 






























high school students 
need the 
helpful guidance of 


Christian teachers 


will your 
bey or girl 


get it? 
WHEATON PROVIDES IT! 

High scholastic standards plus strong 
spiritual emphasis. Well-rounded 
program. Accredited by North Cen- 
tral Association. Write today for cata- 
log. Address the Director, Dept. S 28 ‘Sas 
A Department of Wheaton College Christ 


WHEATON ACADEMY and 


His Kingdom" 
WHEATON « ILLINOIS 
















a \TH HUMAN 
3 STORIES PACKED W yROTION 

© FLIGHT — War brings heartbreak to a 
Korean refugee — a story full of pathos. 

© STRANGERS CAME TO KOCHI— tl, ,,, 












The true story of a Japanese hotel 
maid who found peace after war. 


© HOW CAN | GET THAT WAY? 


— A searching story of two G.I.s 4 
iH 





seeking a foundation ina 
world. 

Get all 2 stories by writing to: 
Alfred A. Kunz, Executive Director 
THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 
156 Fifth Ave., New Y ork 10, N.Y. 
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word for anger that shows how Saul’s 
temper was getting the better of him 
the day before (“wroth”). I’m afraid 
Saul was not boss of his hand and of his 
tongue; he was not king of himself. But 
look at David (v. 14a). He was boss 
of his own behavior “in all his ways.” 
Results: The Lord was with him. Saul 
knew David was better, more of a king 
than he, though David had no throne 
or crown. And the people loved David. 
(Read vs. 14b-16.) 

Who in this class are kings? You? 
Oh, but, do we see in you these sins that 
caused Saul to fail? What will they 
do to you? Can you get by if Saul 
could not? School will be beginning in 
another month. Will you fail as God’s 
prince in school, because you don’t obey 
the teacher? Remember Saul obeyed: 
all but one person, all but a few sheep. 
Look out for the “all but.” You may 
be jealous of someone who gets better 
rank, and you think doesn’t deserve it. 
And temper—oh, how many troubles that 
can bring! David was more a king than 
Saul because he kept his temper and 
did not try to get even. “He that is 
slow to anger is better than the mighty; 
and he that ruleth his spirit than he 
that taketh a city” (Prov. 16:32). A king 
said that, a wise, great king, King Solo- 
mon. David practiced it, and Saul must 
have been hard to practice on! David 
got the crown and throne after many 
years of patience and keeping sweet 
toward jealous and unkind Saul. 

While you are thinking about you, 
can you draw a picture about Saul, poor 
Saul, who couldn’t rule himself? Maybe 
some sheep and oxen to picture Saul’s 
disobedience; maybe a flying spear 
headed for a harp to picture Saul’s 
jealousy and anger. 

TRUE OR FALSE? 

1. Saul was the first king of Israel. 
2. He was tall. 3. His father’s horses 
got lost. 4. Samuel chose Saul for king. 
5. Samuel poured oil on Saul’s head. 
6. Saul always obeyed God. 7, He thought 
he would give the sheep he kept to 
God. 8. God liked his offerings of sheep. 
9. Saul tried to kill David. 10. Saul lost 
the right to be king because he was 
disobedient. 

Orono, MAINE. 


w 


For Primary Teachers 


NE day, two days, three days, ten, 

twenty, thirty, forty days, every 
morning and every evening, that great 
giant Goliath came near God’s people 
and laughed at them. You should have 
seen the things he wore! He had a big 
brass helmet on his head; his coat of 
brass was so heavy that you would not 
have been able even to move it; his legs 
were protected with thick brass; and 
he carried a great big spear. Besides 
all of that, he had a man who went 
ahead of him and carried his shield. 
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It is no wonder that God’s people were 
afraid when they looked at him. Even 
the soldiers of the army shivered when 
Goliath shouted, “Give me a man, that 
we may fight together.” 

And then, after forty days of seeing 
and hearing Goliath and getting more 
and more afraid every day, the soldiers 
of the army of God’s people almost stop- 
ped breathing! Going up the hill straight 
toward the giant, the soldiers ‘saw a 
shepherd boy. He had no helmet, no 
spear, no shield, nothing but his every- 
day shepherd’s clothes and in his hand, 
a sling. That was all. Up, up, up the 
hill he went until he was near enough 
to shout to the giant. To ‘the soldiers 
who watched from the other hillside, 
Goliath looked even bigger and uglier 
than ever. 

Then the soldiers really did stop 
breathing! For Goliath had picked up 
one of his heavy feet, then the other, 
and headed straight for David. And Da- 
vid ran straight toward Goliath, faster, 
faster still; then a stone, a sling, and a 
thud! Goliath lay stunned. Then Da- 
vid drew the giant’s sword and cut off 
his head. The God whom Goliath hated 
had helped David to win a wonderful 
victory. 

Oh, how happy God’s people were! 
The women came out on the streets and 
made music and sang in David’s honor. 
The people loved David, and they were 
surely excited and pleased. But one 
man was not pleased. No, indeed, he 
was not pleased at all. He hated David. 
Oh, he was glad that David had won 
the victory, all right. He was as glad 
as anyone that Goliath was dead. But 
when he heard people singing about Da- 
vid, that made him angry. Why, he was 
King Saul! The people, he thought, 
should sing about him. He was really 
the soldier; David was simply a shep- 
herd boy. The more he thought about 
it, the more angry he became. Saul, 
you see, was jealous. He hated to have 
people think more of David than they 
thought of him. How miserable King 
Saul was! 

The very next day David was playing 
his harp for Saul and perhaps he was 
singing, too. Because he was a shep- 
herd boy and because he was thinking 
of the way his dear Heavenly Father 
had helped him to kill Goliath the day 
before, David may have been singing the 
same words that we sang earlier this 
morning: 

The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not 

want... 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of 

the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil: for Thou art with me. 

(Teachers Note: There is a lovely 
melody for this beautiful Psalm in “Sal- 
vation Songs for Children, No. 3,” pub- 
lished by the Child Evangelism Fellow- 
ship and obtainable at your bookstore. 
At this point in the lesson, quietly sing 
the song again to the children. By be- 
ginning to teach this song today and re- 
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viewing it weekly, your department will 
be ready to use it on Rally Day. And 
that day will be here before we know it!) 

All of a sudden Saul became angrier 
than ever. He picked up his spear and 
aimed it straight at David. But God 
protected David. God had taken care 
of David those pitch-dark nights out on 
the hillside while he tended his sheep; 
He had helped him in a marvelous way 
the day before. And now again David 
could say, “I will fear no evil: for thou 
art with me.” 

No one today has to be afraid as long 
as he has the Lord Jesus as his Saviour. 
For once we belong to Him, He has 
promised that He will never leave us 
nor forsake us. Let’s sing again with 
David, “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall 
not want.” 

(Among Us Teachers: “Love and pa- 
tience are the secret of child manage- 
ment: love which can ferce a response 
from the chilliest soul; patience which 
knows how to wait for the harvest.”— 
Author unknown.) 


ys 
This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 659) 

1. A desire to be “like all the nations” 
—conformed to this world (1 Sam. 8:5; 
Rom. 12:2). 

2. Offering the burnt offering in Gilgal 
(1 Sam. 13:8-14), 

3. That was a priestly act which even 
a king could not perform (2 Chron, 26: 
16-21). 

4. Their attack on Israel in the wilder- 
ness (Exod. 17:8-14), 

5. Because this was not just a national 
quarrel, but distinctly the judgment of 
God. 

6. (a) Blaming the people; (b) making 
out that the spoil taken was for religious 
purposes, 

7. Saul (1 Sam. 18:9 seq.), and Solo- 
mon (1 Kings 11: 26-40). 

8. Because he had so often and so long 
refused to listen to God. 

9. Ahab (1 Kings 22:34, 35). 

10. Suicide (chap, 31:3, 4). 

ELMuHurRsT, ILL, 

i 


The 1953 Bible Lands Cruise 


HE Sixth Annual Bible Lands Cruise, 

scheduled to sail from New York 
the middle of February, 1953, will make 
an extended stay in Syria and Palestine, 
visiting Beirut, Damascus, Jerusalem, 
Jericho, Bethlehem, and many other 
places of Biblical and archaeological in- 
terest. There will also be opportunity 
to visit Egypt and Israeli Palestine, and 
those who wish may remain longer in the 
Holy Land and may make a European 
tour after the completion of the travel 
in the Near Eastern ccuntries, 
One of the many high lights of the 
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trip is the visit to Damascus and the 
scenes associated with Paul’s sojourn in 
that city after his conversion on the 
Damascus road. The “street which is 
called Straight,” mentioned in Acts 9:11, 
is still pointed out in the heart of an- 
cient Damascus. 

The trip is open to Christian people 
of all ages throughout the country. For 
descriptive bulletin, write to Dr. Joseph 
P. Free, Cruise Director, Wheaton Col- 
lege, Wheaton, Ill, 


ne 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, August 17 


1. “Thy Neighbour As Thyself” 
(Luke 10:25-37) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HERE is a common phrase that many 

of us have used at one time or an- 
other when parting from friends for a 
little while. We say, “Take care of 
yourself!” But few of us need such an 
admonition. One of the things that we 
are most likely to do is to take care 
of ourselves, to see to it that we are 
provided for, that we get enough to eat, 
that we have suitable clothing, and a 
good bed, and a reasonable amount of 
things to enjoy. Most of us are disposed, 
naturally, to look out for ourselves. For 
this reason, as Christians, we need to 
think soberly about the Lord’s admoni- 
tion in the parable that is assigned for 
our Scripture lesson this week, “Thou 
shalt love .. , thy neighbour as thyself” 
(Luke 10:27). 

ye 


If we are honest with ourselves, we 
shall recognize how impossible it is for 
us, naturally, to think first of the other 
fellow. Our natural impulse is to do just 
the opposite. Oh, we may not wish 
others any harm. The priest and the 
Levites in the parable, while certainly 
not in sympathy or fellowship with Sa- 
maritans, nevertheless probably did not 
wish this unfortunate man any harm. 
But they passed by, not wanting to be 
delayed, or not wanting to endanger 
their own safety, or just not wanting to 
be bothered to care for the wounded 
and the unfortunate man. And all too 
often this is our attitude, naturally. 

ope 

This should bring us to the realization 
that if we are to love our neighbors as 
ourselves something must be done in our 
own hearts. Dr. Robert C, McQuilkin, 
in his booklet, “Studying Our Lord’s 
Parables,” points out that whereas the 
lawyer’s question, by which he sought 
to justify his own conduct, was, “And 
who is my neighbour?” the parable 
that the Lord Jesus told turns this ques- 
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tion around, and our Lord asked of this 
lawyer at the close of the parable, “Now 
which of these three, thinkest thou, was 
neighbour unto him that fell among 
thieves?” The concern fcr this lawyer 
should have been, and our concern 
should be, not who are my neighbors, 
but what kind of neighbor am I, and it 
should lead us to the realization that we 
can only be the kind of neighbor we 
should be by having the love of God shed 
abroad in our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit. Christ was the only one who 
perfectly exemplified the spirit demon- 
strated by the Samaritan in this parable. 
If we would live as He lived, then we 
must have Him living in us (Gal. 2:20). 
Then cnly will our relationships to 
others fall in their proper order, “God 
first, others second, myself last.” 

Before we leave the consideration of 
this parable in Luke 10, note especially 
that, to the Samaritan. humanly speak- 
ing, the Jew was the last one to whom 
he cwed any kindness. A Jew would 
go out of his way to spit upon a Samari- 
tan, and the Jews corsidered the Sa- 
maritans less than dogs. Even as did 
this Samaritan, the follower of the Lord 
Jesus must have love and concern for 
the unlovable and the unlcvely and for 
those to whom, naturally speaking, he 
owes nothing. It is such a love as this 
thet drives men ard women to darkest 
Africa, to hostile South America, and to 
the uttermost parts of the wcrld to carry 
the Good News to those who do not 
want it. and who o‘ten hate and despise 
those who bring it, and sometimes will 
even kill them for their trcuble. It is 
this same love that impels believing 
Christians to give of their substance, to 
deny themselves of comforts and pleas- 
ures that they might normally be ex- 
pected to enjoy. in order that others 
might hear the Good News of what 
Christ has done for them, 


Notice also in this parable that the 
Semaritan ministered primarily to the 
beaten man’s deepest needs. Had he 
been left alone on the road he probably 
would have died. The Good Samaritan 
treated his injuries, carried: him to 
safety, and put him in the hands cf those 
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who would look after him until he was 
restored. The man’s life was in jeopardy, 
and to that end the Samaritan minis- 
tered to him. We, too, shall be the best 
kind of neighbor when we minister to 
the greatest need of those abcut us— 
the need of life, not mere physical life, 
but eternal life. Often bodies will need 
to be ministered to by healing medicine, 
sometimes individuals will need to be fed 
and given clothing, but we shall be the 
best kind of neighbor only when we 
see to it that, with the physical help, 
men are given the Word of Life through 
which they may come into a knowledge 
of God through the Lord Jesus Christ 
and be saved. It is for this reason that 
true Christians put first the preaching 
of the Gospel and insist, regardless of 
whatever physical or social help may be 
given. that the Good News must be 
preached and, if possible, individuals 
may be brought into a saving knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
PHILADELPHIA, 


“ 
Children at Home 
Children See Do Something 


By Mabel C. Stewart 


IRPU, playing in the courtyard of 

his home in India, stopped sud- 
denly and listened. Someone was cry- 
ing in the house next door, right over 
the wall which separated the two court- 
yards, 

Kirpu ran to his mother. “Mama Ji,” 
he said. “someone is crying next door. 
I think it is Parbati, the mother of Dina 
Nath. Why is she crying, Mama Ji?” 

Kirpu’s mother looked sad. “There is 
much to make Parbati cry.” she said. 

“I’m gcing over and ask Parbati why 
she cries,” said Kirpu. 

“Go, my son.” said his mother, 

Kirpu found Parbati huddled in a dark 
corner of her home, 

“Why do you cry?” asked Kirpu. “Do 
you hurt?” 

“Yes, little one, I hurt,” 
bati. 

“What hurt you?” 
you fall?” 


answered Par- 


asked Kirpu. “Did 


“No. no, little one. You would not 
understand.” 
“Tell me,” insisted Kirpu. “My heart 


feels sorry.” 

Parbati half raised herself from the 
floor. “Look in that cupboard in the 
wall,” she said. “It is there, the thing 
that hurts me.” 

Kirpu wondered what the thing could 
be. He looked into the cupboard. Why, 
there was nothing there, nothing at all, 
except a bottle, almost empty. How 
could a bottle hurt Parbati? Kirpu 
didn’t like the smell of it. 

“There’s nothing here,” ‘said Kirpu, 
“except this empty bottle.” 

“It is what was in the bottle that hurt 
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me,” said Parbati. “My husband drinks 
it, and it makes him act like a crazy 
man. He beats me. That is why I cry.” 

Kirpu was frightened, and ran home 
quickly. “Mama Ji,” he cried, “it is the 
ugly bottle. That is what makes Par- 
bati cry.” 

“I was afraid of it,” answered his 
mother. “Last night I heard Dina Nath’s 
father come home late, so noisy!” 

Kirpu thought a lot about it. He knew 
where Dina Nath’s father got that bottle. 
There was a shop in the bazaar which 
he and his father had hurried past the 
other evening. Men and big boys were 
gathered there, waiting to get their 
drink, so his father had told him. “I 
hope, little son, you will never touch 
this evil thing,” his father had said, 

Well, thought Kirpu, he never would 
touch it, if it made people act like Dina 
Nath’s father. Why should anyone want 
to go crazy? 

“Why do they have shops like those?” 
he had asked. 

“Because people want the stuff,” his 
father had answered. 

“I don’t want it,” said Kirpu, “and 
you don’t want it. Everyone doesn’t 
want it.” 

“No, there are many who would like 
to see the shop closed,” his father had 
said. “What is sold there has brought 
much unhappiness to many homes.” 

And now, thought Kirpu, it was his 
friend Dina Nath’s home that was made 
unhappy. 

“Is Dina Nath’s father at home now?” 
asked Kirpu’s mother. 

“No, only Dina Nath and kis mother 
are there.” 

“Then I shall take some tea to Par- 
bati, poor thing: hot tea, with plenty 
of sugar and milk in it.” 

“I shall go, too,” said Kirpu, 

While they were in Parbati’s home 
they heard steps at the courtyard gate, 
and someone calling. 

“It is Viro, the woman who reads from 
a Book,” said Kirpu’s mother. 

“Let her come in,” said Parbati, “Her 
words are like honey.” 

Viro, the Christian Bible woman, came 
into the courtyard. She had once been 
a Hindu, like Parbati and Kirpu’s mother, 
until she learned about the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and let Him come into her heart. 

“Come into the courtyard,” suggested 
Kirpu’s mother to Parbati. “You will 
feel better in the sunshine.” 

“Why, sister, what is the matter?” 
asked Viro, when she saw Parbati. 

“The same thing,” answered Parbati: 
“the bottle. If only the father of Dina 
Nath could not get the stuff! He used 
to be kind, and we were happy. But 
now—” 

“Many homes in our town are made 
sad because of that stuff which comes 
in a bottle.” said Viro. “I hope these 
little boys will never touch it.” 

Kirpu and Dina Nath shook their 
heads. “We never will,” they said, 
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“Would you like to join the Temper- 
ance Society at the school?” asked Viro. 

“What is that?” 

“The Christian children at the school, 
and some Hindu children like you, are 
trying to learn more about how terrible 
a thing liquor is, so they can teach 
others, and perhaps help get the drink 
shop out of our town.” 

Kirpu and Dina Nath looked at each 
other. “We would like to belong,” they 
said, 

“And now,” said Viro, turning to the 
mothers, “I came again to tell you about 
the one who can help us in our troubles, 
the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

“Oh, yes, the one you call Saviour. 
There are so many gods!” sighed Kirpu’s 
mother. “How can we worship them 
all?” 

“We worship only one,” said Viro. 
“Shall I read to you about Him?” 

“Yes, read,” answered Parbati, 

“Listen, then,” began Viro. “The Lord 
Jesus said He was sent to bind up the 
brokenhearted—sad hearts such as yours, 
my sister—and He says, ‘Come unto me, 
all-ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.’ If we come 
to Him, and believe that He is the only 
Saviour, He has promised He will never 
leave us.” 

“Sweet words!” said Parbati. 

Viro read more from the Book; then 
Kirpu’s mother said, “Sing. We like to 
hear you sing the sweet words, too.” 

“T shall sing a song for you all,” said 
Viro, especially for you, Kirpu and Dina 
Nath. You can learn to sing it, too.” 

Soon the boys were singing with Viro: 

Jesus loves me, this I know, 

For the Bible tells me so. 

Little ones to Him belong; 

They are weak, but He is strong. 

“Remember,” said Viro, as she left 
Parbati’s home, “Jesus is always strong 
to help us, no matter how our hearts 
ache, or what our need is. I know. I 
was once such as you, but since I have 
known the Lord Jesus I have had rest 
and peace. And, boys, I'll send some- 
one to tell you more about the Temper- 
ance Society.” 

“May I join?” Kirpu asked his father 
later. 

“Certainly,” replied his father. “They 
are Christians, and we are Hindus, but 
we can work together to get the drink 
shop out of our town. What can you 
children do, though?” 

Well, the children started something, 
at least. Kirpu’s father, and many other 
fathers whose children were in the Tem- 
perance Society, grew interested, and 
formed another Temperance Society, and 
finally, after a long time, the drink shop 
in the bazaar was closed tight. 

“It will be hard on Dina Nath’s father,” 
said Kirpu’s father. “Drink has such a 
hold on him, and he is weak.” 

Kirpu’s eyes brightened. “There’s a 
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song we learned from Viro. We sing it 
in school, too. It goes this way: 

Jesus loves me, this I know, 

For the Bible tells me so. 

Little ones to Him belong; 

They are weak, but He 
Jesus could help Dina Nath’s father, He 
is weak, but Jesus is strong.” 

“You may be right, little son,” said 

Kirpu’s father. “Now tell me more 
about this Jesus.” 
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is strong. 





Isaiah 53. By Edward J. Youngs. (Wm 
B. Eerdmans Pub, Co., Grand Rapids 3, 
Mich., $1.50.) Starting with the last three 
verses of Isaiah fifty-two, which are 
introductory to the great  fifty-third 
chapter, Dr. Young presents a verse-by- 
verse analysis of this prophecy of the 
suffering of the Saviour. In a little less 
than a hundred pages of comment, he 
shows by a study of word-forms and 
word-order, as well as literal meanings, 
what the prophet is saying. That Isaiah 
is speaking, in this passage, of the death 
of our Lord Jesus Christ is unquestioned, 
Dr. Young accepts the testimony of the 
New Testament rather than that of Mod- 
ern “scholarship” concerning the author- 
ship and the meaning of Isaiah 53, and 
his explanations threughout leave no 
reasonable alternative to that view. This 
book, written in simple language, can be 
of help, not only to the preacher as an 
exposition for him to study, but to the 
layman as well for reading as a devo- 
tional meditation. 

Jim Bridger: American Frontiersman. 
By Sanford Tousey. (Albert Whitman & 
Co., Chicago 6; $1.50.) This book for boys 
gives the interesting story of a notable 
guide and scout, the son of hard-work- 
ing, pioneer parents, who journey from 
Virginia to a settlement on the Missis- 
sippi River. Here the youth farmed, 
operated a ferryboat and a blacksmith 
shop until, at eighteen, he joined a party of 
explorers. During his long life he dis- 
covered the Great Salt Lake, the petrified 
forests of the Yellowstone, and engaged 
in extensive fur trapping. He was a 
great friend of the Indians and advo- 
cated fairness in dealing with them, 
though he was wounded once in battle 
with them. He knew all the trails, and 
found many new ones, and ten places 
have been named after him. The book 
is well illustrated in colors. 
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$2.50 Five or more copies, either to sep- 
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one address, $2.50 each, per year. 
Canada: add 25 cents each per year, for 
postage. 
Foreign: add 50 cents each per year, for 
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325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 








Rally Day in 1952 


T IS time to think of plans for the 

coming fall and winter in your Sun- 
day school, and an excellent help toward 
a good start in the fall work is an in- 
spirational Rally Day including the 
whole school. 

A new service for Rally Day that does 
not involve rehearsing and elaborate 
preparation has been written by Mary 
Brainerd Smith. It is called “Royal In- 
vitations,” and it includes responsive 
Scripture readings for the whole school, 
readings and recitations for the various 
departments, and original hymns set to 
familiar hymn tunes, 

“Royal Invitations” is available in con- 
venient leaflet form, and may be had at 
25 cents a dozen, or $2 a hundred. Just 
address The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, 
and ask for the 1952 Rally Day service. 


v 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 11 to 17 


Mon.—1 Samuel 13:8-14. 
The Kingdom Doomed. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “What hast thou 
done?” Saul was anointed king, but not 
priest. He was no descendant of Aaron. 
He had no right to usurp the priestly 
office. No wonder that Samuel asked 
sinning Saul, “What hast thou done?” 
Many like Saul imagine Christian rites 
are charms to drive away evils and pro- 
cure divine good. Baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper, important ordinances, are 
used by many as Saul offered sacrifice. 
He lost the kingdom by his presumption. 
This sin soon led to others, until the 
Lord took him away. Let all impious 
souls take warning. Pray for the New 
England Keswick, Monterey, Mass. 


Tues.—1 Samuel 15:10-23. 
Better Than Sacrifice. 
PRAYER SuccESTIONS: “To obey is bet- 
ter than sacrifice.” Saul backed away 
from the priesthood after the Lord’s re- 
buke by Samuel, but still trusted more 
in offerings to God than in God, to whom 
offerings were made. But even his sac- 
rifices gave evidence of utter disobe- 
dience to God. Similarly, many offer 
what is an abomination to God. Of all 
such God asks, “What hast thou to do to 
declare my statutes, or that thou should- 
est take my covenant in thy mouth? 
Seeing thou hatest instruction, and cast- 
est my words behind thee” (Psa, 50:16). 
Pray for Bethanna Bible and Missionary 

Center, Southampton, Pa, 





(19) 671 

















Immanuel College of the Bible 
Rev. A. B. Martin, Ph.D., President 
930 National Road, Wheeling, West Virginia 
Conservative, unde 1, on b iful city 
campus, B.A. degree course (Bible major), high 
standards. Tuition, room and board only $15.00 a 
week, paid weekly. Send for catalog. 




















ACCORDIONS 
FAMOUS ITALIAN MAKES 


Available to Students, Teachers, Christian 
orkers and Missionaries at 
SPECIAL DISCOUNTS 
Write Today for FREE Literature 
ers & Wholesalers Outlet 
Dept. ST, 2003 W. Chicage Ave., Chicago 22, ill. 


wee GLO. DARK 


CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS 


Amazing New Decorations light up Christ- 
mas Trees, Windows, Mantels, like magic . 
sell like magic. 24 for $1.25. Pays giant cash 
profits! Make up to 50c on $1 Christmas Card “>. 
Assortments. ig Line. FREE Samples 30 Pp, 
lovely embossed Name-Imprinted Christmas 
Cards 50 for $1.25 up, Stationery. fts. 
Several $1 boxes On Approval. Write NOW! 


PURO GREETINGS, 2801 Locust, Dept. 111, St. Louis 3, Mo. 








A wali, y Sac? 






















In color, with ort 
work and appropriate 
scripture. Ideal for 
gifts to customers, 


or when paying bills 


BLOTTERS *"== 


SEND 5O0c FOR A SELECTION 
THE BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND-BOX 888- AKRON 9, OHIO 


PEWS, PULPIT s CHANCEL 
Se a 


LIVER 











* - EARLY 


WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
J.P REDINGTON & CO. 

















An Accredited - 


Th.B. in Theology 


340 West 55th Street 





Christian College Education 
is now available in New York City 


Shelton College grants the 
B.A. in English, Philosophy, Social Studies, 
Greek, Semitics, Hebrew and Koiné 
B.R.E. in Christian Education and Bible 


Shelton provides high college standards on a sound 
Bible-believing basis free from denominational bias 
and all entangling alliances with modernism. 
theological and pre-theological departments, 


Write for catalog 


Shelton College 


DR. J. OLIVER BUSWELL, JR., PRESIDENT 


Strong 


New York 19, N. Y. 
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COULSON SHEPHERD, director « 


eee 


BY RADIO... on 50 U.S. 
radio stations, and on Sta- 
tions DZAS (Manila), beamed 
to Israel, and HOB (Quito), 
reaching Jews around the world. 
BY MAGAZINE . . . a quarterly 
publication which presents the 
daims of Christ to Jews. 
.-. Thousands of Prophecy 
Edition New Testaments are sent free of 
charge to inquiring Jews. 
Write for free copy of magazine MESSAGE 
TO ISRAEL, We covet your prayerful support, 


MESSAGE TO ISRAEL, INC. 








(Founded 1937) BOX 682 GENERAL P.O., NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 








CONSERVATIVE BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


"A GREAT DOOR"’ 


The only Baptist theological semi- 
nary in the great and growing 


Northwest. 


“‘AN OPEN DOOR’’ 


A Baptist institution, Western is 
open to Christian young people of 
all evangelical groups who have 
heard the call of Christ to full time 


service. 


‘A DOOR OF UTTERANCE’’ 


Western graduates are prepared as 


Bible - believing, Gospel - preaching 
pastors, missionaries and Christian 
workers for the needy areas of the 
world. 


*‘A DOOR OF FAITH’’ 


Because we will not turn away 
young men vitally needed in pastor- 
less churches and unreached mis- 
ion areas, Western is undertaking 

© necessary expansion program, 
with faith in God, counting on the 
help of His people. 
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- — Clip and mail TODAY! — - 
Sword of the Lord, Dept.S.9 
Illinois 

Please rush my copy of What It 
Costs to Be a Good Christian, 
autographed by Dr. i 
enclose $2.00. 


Rice him- 








Zone... State....cseccves 


"New, fresh, commanding book by Dr. John R. Rice 


Vihat It Costs to Be a Good Christian 


This new book is the fruit of 30 years of the varied, use- 
ful ministry of Dr. Rice, editor of “The Sword of the 
Lord,” evangelist, and author of 56 books and pamphlets. 
Here are summed up great Bible expositions on the 
high cost of discipleship, the price of sacrificial Christian 
living by the Bible standard. The long chapters are full 
of Scripture, heart-searching analysis, irrefutable arqument 
and pertinent, moving illustrations. Chapters on "What 
It Costs to Be a Good Christian; Outside the Gate with 
Jesus; Leaving All for Jesus; Home Sweet Home; What 
the Bible Is to the Christian; What the Christian Should 
Do with His Bible; and David and Bath-sheba, or Sin 
and the Christian. A large book of 223 pages, lovely 
light green binding. First 200 orders receive copies 
personally authographed by Dr. Rice. Money back 
Let this book help you to live a triumphant, 
Price, only........ $2.00 


Order from your bookseller or 
Sword of the Lord ° Wheaton, Illinois 


guarantee. 
fruitful, transformed Christian life! 








Wed.—1 Samuel 15:24-31. 
God Rejects Saul, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thou hast re- 
jected the word of the Lord, and the 
Lord hath rejected thee from being king 
over Israel.” Saul failed under testing. 
He set his heart against obeying God's 
commandments. God rejected him for 
willful disobedience. The final, unalter- 
able portion of all who refuse to obey 
God and the Gospel will be abandon- 
ment by the Lord. “He that turneth 
away his ear from hearing the law, even 
his prayer shall be an abomination” 
(Prov. 28:9). Pray for Camp-of-the- 

Woods, Speculator, N. Y. 


Thurs.—1 Samuel 18:6-16. 
Causes of Failure. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And Saul was 
afraid of David, because the Lord was 
with him, and was departed from Saul.” 
New sins add new penalties. Saul added 
to irreverence and disobedience, envy, 
jealousy, malice, and witchcraft. One 
sin always leads to another, and to sor- 
rows suited to them. “The way of trans- 
gressors is hard” (Prov. 13:15). Pray 
for the Christian Nurses Fellowship, in 
different sections, Chicago, 


Fri.—1 Samuel 28:3-7, 15-19. 
The Hour of Doom. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The Lord is de- 
parted from thee, and is become thine 
enemy.” The Word of God will be ful- 
filled in every life. Promises to the saints 
and predictions against sinners will be 
kept. “God is not a man, that he should 
lie.” “It is a fearful thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God.” Pray for 
Clydehurst Bible Conference, Billings, 
Mont, 


Sat.—2 Samuel 1:19-27. David’s Lament. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye daughters of 
Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed you 
in scarlet, with other delights, who put 
on ornaments of gold upon your ap- 
parel.” Social but not spiritual values 
came to the nation under Saul. That 
material prosperity was a mixed bless- 
ing. Great national figures often leave 
behind them only memories of physical 
good. Many are utter failures like Saul, 
and come to an inglorious end. “How 
are the mighty fallen, and the weapons 
of war perished!” Pray for the Newman 
Lake Bible Conference, Newman Lake, 
Wash. 


Sun.—Psalm 1. The Crossroads, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The way of 
the righteous .. . the way of the un- 
godly.” God gives men opportunity 
to turn from sin to righteousness. 
He so orders affairs that this duty, 
upon which hang the issues of eter- 
nity, shall be faced sometime, some- 
where. The final act of the will, de- 
termining consequences, rests within 
every soul. What is your choice? 
Pray for Hephzibah Heights, Mon- 
terey, Mass, 
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